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Christ, the Door 


ot Salvation - 


By EVANGELIST 


5840 Lillian, St. Louis 20, Missouri 


I would like to draw your attention to the Gospel of 
John for a few verses of Scripture. The passage is found in 
the tenth chapter, beginning with the seventh verse. 


“Then said Jesus unto them again, Verily, verily I say 


unto you, I am the door of the 


fore me are thieves and robbers: but the sheep did not hear 
them. I am the door: by me if any man enter im, he shall be 


saved, and shall go in and out, 


good shepherd: the good shepherd giveth his life for the 

.» » Therefore doth my father. love me, because I lay 
down my life, that I might take it again. No man taketh it 
from me, but I lay it down of myself. I have power to lay it 
down, and I have power to take it again. 
ment have I received of my Father. 
therefore again among the Jews for these sayings: And many 
of them said, He hath a devil, and is mad; why hear ye him? 
Others said, These are not the words of him that hath a 
devil, Can a devil open the eyes of the blind?” (John 10:7-9, 


14, 17-21). 


JAMES V. LAMB 


“Woe to thee, O land, when they king is a child, and thy 


princess eat in the morning!’’—Eccles. 10:16. 
“Brethren, be not children in understanding: -howbeit | 
in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men.” —I | 
Cor. 14:20. | 
; EAE RRS eq AE POE Eg HR opt 
sheep. All that ever came be- ee oor apes: sixteen-inch—-using only six of 
give ear to. each kind when a _  full-armed 


and find pactare ... Iam the |}*—OSFUITION AND SOME 
COMMENTS. 

In these words does the diction- 
ary define “mediocre”: “Or only 
middle quality,” “having only a 
moderate degree of excellence,” 
“ordinary.” And the dictionary de- 
fines “mediocrity” in these words: 
“The state of being mediocre.” 


This command- 
There was a division 


George Eliot, speaking of Amos 
Barton, said something which is, 
I fear, descriptive of many today: 
“It was not in his nature to be 


From this passage you can see 
that the Bible makes the way of 
salvation so plain that anybody 
can understand how to be saved. 
The Bible record uses terms and 
pictures that even a child can tell 
how to come to the Saviour, Jesus 
aaid it is like coming through the 
door oP 


- “* 


Notice twice in the tenth chap-| 


ter of John’s gospel Jesus calls: 
Himself the Door, In verse 7 He 
said, “I. am the door of the sheep;” 
and again in verse 9, “I am the 
door, by me if any man enter in he 
shall be saved...” 

You see in these two verses 
Jesus in unmistakable terms, and 
in the clearest of language says 
that He is the Door of salvation, 
and He alone is the way into eter- 
nal life, 


From these verses and other 


Preachers, Come 
to Our Help! 


By the Editor 


Some 6,000 subscribers to THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD are 
preachers! The very ~-best friends 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD has 
are preachers. Preachers have 
been most blessed by the soul- 
atirring messages,:Preachers them- 
selves write to say that their lives 
have been. transformed, their 
ministries have been’ enriched, 
their discouragements and defeats 
have been overcOme by the rich 
blessings God gave them through 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
Preachers fiave sent the largest 
blocks of subscriptions. Thank 
God that THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD is a friend of the preachers, 
and, godly, Spiritually-minded 
preachers are good friends of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD! 

Now we plead with pastors, 
evangelists, Bible teachers every- 
where’to come to the help of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. We want 
many thousand Of new subscribers 
to THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
Preachers are God-appointed lead- 
ers of Christian people. If the 
preachers who take THE SWORD 
Of THE LORD really want to, 
they can double the subscriptions 
im a little time, with very little 
prayerful effort. I want you to do 
it, and I ask you to do it in Jesus’ 
dear name. 

_ And I believe it is your solemn: 
ebligation before God to do it. If 
you could get a backslidden family 
te read 150 full-length sermons in 
a year, and stir revival fires in| 


superlative in anything, unless, 


passages of Scripture the bbeorse indeed, he was superlatively mid- 


of God makes the way of salvation | dling the quintessential extract of 

so plain that even a person who) mediocrity.” 

is not quite bright need not err 
(Continued on Page 2) 


Wihout being rude or crude, we 
say that for a person to be medi- 
ocre is to be bantam; and for a 
man ‘to be @ mediocrity is to be a 


be a giant. 

Mediocrity is the usage of only 
forty strings on a harp of one 
thousand strings. The Presbyter- 
jan preacher knew the truth and 
the tragedy of the truth when 
he said: “If forty men in my 
church died I would be flat on my 
back.” A heartbroken pastor sor- 
rowed and suffered under that 
tragedy when he.said: “If an auto- 
mobile had as many useless parts 
as the average church, it would 
not run down hill.” 

What is mediocrity? Mediocrity 
is reaping four rows when ten are 
ready for reaping. Mediocrity is 
a battleship of forty guns— 
twenty eight-inch and _ twenty 


Rev. James V. Lamb 


enemy ig pressing the battle at- 
tack. Mediocrity is what you see 
when a stenographer uses three 


The Menace of Mediocrity 


By REV. ROBERT G. LEE, D.D., LL.D., Litt.D , 
Pastor, Bellevue Baptist Church, Memphis, Tennessee 


(Address delwered at Winona Lake Bible Conference, August, 1946, and before the Baptist State Converw- 
tion, Jackson Mississippi, November 13, 1946.) 


fingers and one eYe in typing let- 
ters—-what you see and hear when 
an organist uses only a few of the 
keys on the keyboard. A medio- 
crity is a man with locomotive 
power doing pushcart work. A 
mediocrity igs a man with incan- 
descent light talents working and 
making sputtering candle light 
for God. A mediocrity is a man 


i with eagle wings fluttering about 


like a sparrow instead of soaring. 
A mediocrity is a man with pipe 
organ abilities making wheezy 
saxophone music, for God. A medi- 
ocrity is somebody, or anybody, 
with steam-shovel talents doing 
teaspoon work—-with diamond and 
ruby talents worth as little to 


i 


as a punctured Japanese nickel in 
a Chinese bazaar. A mediocrity is 
a farmer who has plows ‘and 


which to lasso cattle—an artist 
using his ability to paint land- 
scapes in doing nothing but white- 
washing backyard fences. A medi- 
ocrity is a sea gull—the bird of 
sea and  storm—-with - clipped 
wings paddling in a pie ditch. 
Goldsmith must have had such 
truth in mind when he wrote: 


“When they talked of their 


; (Second Article) 


“Knowing this first, that there shall come in the last 
days scoffers walking after their own lusts, And saying, 
Where is the promise of his coming? for since the fathers fell 
asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning 
of the creation. For this they willingly are ignorant of, that 
by the word of God the heavens were of old, and the earth 
standing out of the water and in the water: Whereby the 
world that then was, being overflowed with water, perished.” 
—II Pet. 3:3-6. 

ae? S 


“But though we, or an angel from heaven, preach any 
other gospel unto you than that which we have preached 
unto-you, let him be accursed. As we said before, so say I 
now again, If any man preach any other gospel unto you 
than that ye have received, let him be accursed.”—Gal. 1:3, 9. 

a a 


“Whosoever transgresseth, and abideth not in the doc- 
trine of Christ, hath not God. He that abideth in the doc- 
trine of Christ, he hath both the Father and the Son. If 
there come any unto you, and bring not this doctrine, receive 
him not into your house, neither bid God speed: For he that 
biddeth him God speed is partaker of his evil deeds.”— 
i John 9-11. 

* + . 

In our last article, “What Is; who does not believe the funda- 
Wrong With a Modernist,” | we| mental doctrines of historic Chris- 
first clearly defined a modern-|tianity. Then we showed that the 
ist as one who, claiming to be a/| modernist is an infidel, not a be- 
Christian, does not believe in the| liever;, that he is a lost sinner, 
deity of Christ and in the Bible} not a born-again Christian; and 
as an infallible, supernatural rev-| that the modernist is not the wise 


(Continued on Page T) 


\- 


elation from God; that .is, one} man he thinks he is, but a fool. 


MORE ABOUT MODERNISTS 


By EVANGELIST JOHN R. RICE 


We think it would pay you to 
read again most carefully that ar- 
ticle. 

In this second article we shall 
show that the modernist is an in- 
sincere hypocrite, not an honest 
doubter; that the modernist is un- 
der an awful curse from God and 
from Christ; and then we will 
show the remedy for modernism 
or how a doubter may become 
convinced concerning the Bible 
and Christ and salvation. 

Since all these matters are prov- 
en carefully from the Word of 
God and in the light of genuine 
scholarship, we feel they deserve 
the most careful reading. 


I. The Modernist Is an Insin- 
cere Hypocrite, Not an 
Honest Doubter 

Jesus said in Matthew 7:15, “Be- 
ware of false prophets, which 
come to you in sheep’s clothing, | 
but inwardly they are ravening 
wolves.” He warned us that some 
men would come who would pre- 
tend ‘to be prophets of God but 
would actually be false prophets. 
They would pretend to be sheep 
and would come in sheep’s cloth- 
ing, that is, with the outward ap- 
pearance of Christianity, but in- 


(Continued on Page 2) 


a Cause “throtgh “the eruerchd + 


Raphaels, and 
stuff, 
He shifted his trumpet and 
took a pinch of snuff.” 
Perhaps Phillips Brooks knew 
something of the menace of medi- 


. (Continued on Page 5) 


Correggiog 


harrows .and McCormick reapers | 
in hig tool house and yet uses only | 
a hoe and scythe and wheelbarrow | 
for cultivation and gathering of | 
the crop. A mediocrity is a-ranch- | 
man who uses rotten ropes with | 


Talks 


Here it is Saturday, June T, and 
all ig busy in the Sword of the 
Lord office. I leave tonight for 
Altoona, Pennsylvania, for a union 
campaign in the big Jaffa Mosque, 
told, some 4,500 
people with nearly all the minis- 


seating, I am 


ters and churches cooperating. I 
covet the earnest prayers ef 
readers of THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD for this three-week cam- 
paign. Dr. Harry Clarke will lead 
the singing, and my daughter 
Grace Jean will be pianist and 
secretary. 


This afternoon, Jessie Ruth, my 
fourth daughter, will graduate 
from Wheaton College Academy. 
On Monday, my second daughter; 
and her husband, Mary Lioys 
and Charles Himes, will graduate 
from Wheaton College. I will re- 
turn to Wheaton for the gradua- 
tion ceremonies. Within a week 
they will be gone to Philadelphia 
to the China Inland Mision head- 

(Continued on Page 7) 
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Christ, the Door of Salvation 


a 


from Page 1) 
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‘Cetieded 


therein. Isaiah said in describing 
the simplicity of salvation, “And 
an highway shall be there... and 
the unclean shall not pass over it; 
but it shall be for those: the way- 
faring men, though fools, shall 
not err therein (Isa. 35:8). 

I once knew a young man over 
thirty years of age who had a men- 
tal age of around five or six. Many 
years before I knew him he had 
heard the gospel story and realiz- 
ed he was lost and came to the 
Saviour. I have heard him stand 
during a testimony meeting and 
tell how the Lord Jesus had saved 
him, and how glad he was that he 
was saved. Many times he would 
ask prayer for his loved ones who 
were lost. Bless God! our salva- 
tion is clear and plain enough that, 
“ ., the wayfaring men, though 
fools, shall not err therein,’ 

Consider the simplicity of the 
plan of salvation when Jesus says 
He is the Door to eternal] life. One 
of the first things a child learns 
to do after he learns to walk is 
to reach up and open the door. 
Some of the sweetest and hap- 
piest conversions of my ministry 
have been’ children. In simple 
childlike faith they hear the Spir- 
it’s knock and reach up and open 
the door for Jesus to come in. 


How wonderful that our Saviour 
is the Living Door. He cah save 
you if you will yield to His voice 
and open the door. « 

JZ read one time of a traveler in 
Palestine who came one evening 
to a sheepfold just as the shep- 
herd had put the sheep in for the 
night. On learning the shepherd 
could speak a little broken Eng- 
lish, the traveler asked him about 
the sheep and the work of a shep- 
herd. After a while the traveler 
said, “I see you have a doorway 
but no door.” The shepherd said 
“But I do have a door,” Puzzled, 
the traveler said, “Where is it?” 
The shepherd then sat down in 
the doorway and saia, “I am the 
door. The sheep are safe inside.” 
Yes, even today, as in the time of 
our Lord, each shepherd sits in 
the doorway and becomes the 
door. 


Perhaps as you read this mes- 
sage you are saying, “I would like 
to be saved.’ Then you must come 
the only way — through the Liv- 
ing Door — Jesus Christ. 

In our Scripture passage you 
will notice our Lord is the Door 
in a fourfold way. 


He Is the Door of Separation 

When Jesus told His audience 
that He was the Door, something 
unseen by man took place. His 
audience separated spiritually into 
two groups. There were those who 
were unbelievers, and those who 
believed. Notice what the Scrip- 
ture says, “There was a division 
therefore again among the Jews 
for these sayings. And many of 
them said, He hath a devil, and is 
mad; why hear ye him? (We have 
here the unbelievers expressing 
what was in their hearts). “Oth- 
ers said, These are not the words 
of him that hath a devil. Can a 
devil open the eyes of the blind?’ 
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vided and separated His audience 
into those who believed and were 
saved, and those who refused to 
believe and 
Christ is the Door of separation. 
You, too, are either lost or saved. 


£ 


(John 10:19-21). 
An invisible line of division di- 


remained unsaved. 


You are on the inside or Outside. 
We know that the door of a house 
divides or separates the outside 
from the inside; it is true also of 
the Living Door. You are not “go- 
ing’ to be lost or saved; you are 
lost or saved now. The line of di- 
vision is drawn. 


“He that believeth on him is not 
condemned: but he that believeth 
not is condemned already, because 
he hath believed in the name of 
the only begotten Son of God,’- 
John 3:18. 

The sin of unbelief separates 
you from Christ. Away from God! 
Condemned to everlasting damna- 
tion. 

Listen to the chorus often sung 
by children and ask yourself the 
question that is put to your heart 
in this little song. 

One door and only one, 

Afid yet its’ sides are two. 

Inside and outside, 

On which side are you? 

One door and only one, 

And yet its’ sides are two. 

I'm one the inside, 

On which.side are you? 


Jesus Is Also the Door of 


Sacrifice 
Just as the tree must be cut 
down or sacrificed before it can 
be made into a goor, so it was 


necessary that Christ be cut down 
to become the Door of sacrifice 
that gives redemption from sin. 

Isaiah said in prophesying of 
the coming Redeemer, “He was 
taken from prison and from judg- 
ment: and who shall declare his 
gZeneration? for he was cut off 
out of the land of the living: for 
the transgression of my people was 
he stricken.” (Isa. 53:8). 

Jesus foretold His Sacrificial 
mission in the passage I have used 
as a text, “I am the good shep- 
herd; the good shepherd giveth 
his life for the sheep ....As the 
Father knoweth me, even so know 
I the Father: and I lay down my 
life, that I might take it again. No 
man taketh it from me, but J lay it 
down myself. I have power to lay 
it down, and I have power to take 
it-again.” (John 10:11, 15,17, 18): 

Yes, the good Shepherd gave His 
life, shed His blood that you and 
I might be saved. From some to- 
day who do not believe in the 
blood, you will hear léts of talk 


about the life of Jesus, and _ the 
the Sermon on the Mount and 
nothing about His death: but 
it is still the death of Christ 
on the Cross, on Calvary’s 
mount, and  atones for sins. 
True, both His perfect life 


and atoning death are important; 
but many preach about following 
Jesus, patterning your life after 
Jesus, and forget that Paul said, 
“. .. Without shedding of blood is 
no remission.” (Heb. 9:22). 

In the Old Testament when God 
commanded the children of Israel 
to sprinkle the blood of a lamb on 
the doorposts and the lintel, God 
meant what He said. Every door 
that had not the blood, the death 
angel took the firstborn of that 
home. The homes that were under 
the blood “were passed-ever.” A 
living lamb tied to tite door would 
not have done just as well, be- 
cause God said the blood must be 
sprinkled. Salvation was through 
the Door of Sacrifice. 

Dear unsaved friend, God’s way 
is the blood sprinkled way. The 
Bible says that Jesus is our Lamb 
of God. The Apostle Paul definite- 
ly links the passover in Egypt with 
Christ’s death for sinners. The 
Old Testament’ passover is a pic- 
ture in type of what happens when 
we have been cleansed by Christ's 
blood. We are saved from spirit- 
ual death. 

* .. For Christ our passover is 
sacrificed for us ...’’ (I Cor. 5:7b). 

The Song writer expressed in 
sublime words what God does 
when He sees the blood. 

Christ our Redeemer, died on 

the cross, 

Died for the sinner, paid all 


er fear, 
Yes, He will pass, will pass 
over you. 
When I see the blood, 
When I see the blood, * 
When I see th eblood, 
I will pass, I will pass over 
you. 
Not only is our Lord seen as the 
Door of Separation and of Sacri- 
fice, but He“is seen in our text as 
the Door of Security. 
“My sheep hear my voice, and 
I know them, and they follow me: 
And I give unte.them eterna] life; 
and they shall never perish, neith- 
er shall any man pluck them out 
of my hand. My Father which gave 
them me, is greater than all; and 
no man is able to pluck them out 
of my Father’s hand.” — (John 
10:27, 28). 
Praise God, our salvation is se- 
cure in Christ! We like doors that 
are strong and sturdy in our 
homes. A good door makes us se- 
cure and we can rest with assur- 
ance that we are safe. 

Salvation through Christ is se- 
cure in Him, We can in Christ 
the Door be safe, s@cure, and sure. 
Don’t you want security in your 
heart? Trust in Jesus right now, 
and with the Apostle Paul you 
can say, “Being confident of this 
very thing, that he which hath be- 
gun a good work in you will per- 
fomm it until the day of Jesus. 
Christ.” (Phil 1:6). 

Now are we secure? The Holy 
Spirit in our bodies keeps us se- 
cure. He is, “. . . able to keep you 
from falling, and to présent you 
faultless before the presence of 
his glory with exceeding joy ., .” 
(Jude 1:24). 

Notice next that 


Christ Is the Door of 


Salvation 
“Then said Jesus unto them 
again, Verily verily, I say unto 


you, I am the door of the sheep 
... IT am the door: by me if any 
man enter in, he shall be saved 

”’ (John 10:7, 9a). 

Do you, unsaved friend, outside 
the door, want to be saved? Then, 
“ .. if any man will enter in he 
shall be saved...” The Holy Spirit 
now knocks at the door of your 
heart, but you must open the door. 
He will not force His way in. He 
stands now-——knocking. 

“Behold, I stand at the door, and 
know: if any man hear my voice, 
and open the door, I will come in 
to him, and will sup with him, and 
he with me.” (Rev. 3:20). 

Have you ever seen the beauti- 
ful painting of Christ at the door? 
The next time you see it, you will 
notice the door handle is missing 
on the outside; the door must De 
opened from the inside. Jesus 
said, “. .. If any man will open the 
door I will come in .. .” The han- 
dle is on the inside-—open the door 
of your heart. 

The loving, pleading, convicting 
Holy Spirit knocks at your heart’s 
door, but you must let Him in, 

Come today, 
might say, “I don’t understand all 
about the Bible.” You don’t néed 
to. You understand how to be sav- 
ed. Remember, the door is the ent- 
rance or beginning of one’s explor- 
ation of a house. As you’go from 
room to room you know more 
about the house and its beauties. 
The same is true when you are 
born again and enter the “house- 
hold of faith.” You may not know 
all about the Bible. But you have 
come through the door and as you 
go from room to room you learn 
more about God's spiritual house 
and the beauties and riches of 
grace. Salvation is wonderful, but 
it is only the beginning or ent- 
rance, From day to day you. will 
say, “Every day with Jesus is 
sweeter than the day before.” 

The door of salvation is open for 
all. Some day it will be closed. 
Jesus warned people about delay- 
ing to be saved. Remember the 
parable Christ gave about the ten 
virgins? Five were . wise—-they 
were saved. Five were foolish and 
had no oil in their lamps-——they 
represented the unsaved. The fool- 
ish delayed too long. 

Jesus said, “And at midnight 
there was a cry made, Behold, the 
bridegroom cometh; go ye out to 
meet him.” (The unsaved foolish 
virgins were not ready.) “And 
while they went to buy, the bride- 
groom came; and they that were 
ready went in with him to the 
Marriage: and the door was shut.’ 


his due: 


, 


All who receive Him need nev- 


(Matt. 25:6, 10). The door was 


even though you} 


(Continued from Page 1) 


wardly they would be “ravening 
wolves,” 

Modernists Are “Wolves in Sheep’s 
Clothing,’ Are “False Prophets,” 

Bible Says 

Whom would Jesus call false 
prophets, wolves in sheep’s cloth- 
ing? The modernists! Those who 
do not believe in Him as the only 
Saviour, the strait way to Heaven. 
For that is the subject He dis- 
cusses in verses 13 and 14 of the 
same seventh chapter of Matthew. 
Anyone who does not believe in 
salvation by faith in the,atoning 
death of Christ is a false prophet, 
a wolf in sheep's clothing, if he 
pretends at all to be a Christian 
or a Christian teacher or minis- 
ter. And in the following verses 
Jesus plainly says that such false 
teachers who pretend to prophesy 
in His name shall not enter the 
kingdom of Heaven. And in verse 
24 He says, “Therefore whosoev- 
er heareth these sayings of mine, 
and doeth them” will be a wise 
man; and verse 26 says that any- 
one who will not hear the words 
of the Lord Jesus as God’s truth 
must be called a foolish man. And 
the last verse In the chapter tells 
us, “For he taught them as one 
having authority, and not as the 
scribes.” In reading that entire 
passage, Matthew 7:13-29, it is 
clear that these wolves in sheep’s 
clothing, these pretended Cnhris- 
tion leaders who actually serve 
Satan, these hypocrites who are 
really false prophets, not true 
prophets of God, are those who 
do not accept the Christ of the 
Bible and God’s revealed Word. 

Does some modernist tell us that 
he is simply an honest, scientific 
students and that his learning 
compels him to doubt the Word 
of God? Do you believe him! He 
is an insincere hypocrite. 

He has not made an unbiased 
investigation. He has not whole- 
heartedly sought the Word of 
God. His motives are not pure, 
honest motives. His language is 
not honest language. 

Modernists Bring im Damnable 
Heresies “Privily,” With 
“Feiqgned Words” 

The _modernism of apostate 
teachers, false _ prophets, 
is foretold frequently in the Word 
of God. Second Peter 2:1-3 pic- 
tures modernists in these words, 
‘But there were false prophets 
also among the people, even as 
there shall be false teachers among 
you, who privily shall bring in 
damnable heresies, even denying 
the Lord that bought them and 
bring upon themselves swift des- 


foolish virgins came and knocked 
but the.door of salvation was clos- 
ed. One of these days the door of 
salvation will close for you. Don't 
put it off! Noah preached 120 
years. Eight souls came _ through 
the door of the ark. The door was 
closed. God closed the door of 
Noah’s ark! 

Jesus is coming! The door is op- 
en yet. Are you’ ready for the 
bridegroom? If not, get ready 
now. Come through the door by 
faith and be saved now. Some day 
the door will be shut. 


More About Modernists 


truction. And many shall follow 
their pernicious ,ways; by reason 
of whom the way of’ trust shall 
be evil spoken of. And through 
covetousness shall they with feign- 
ed words make merchandise of 
you: whose judgment now of a 
long time lingereth not, and their 
damnation slumbereth not.” 

Verse 1, quoted above, shows 
that God had modernists in mind, 
“who privily shall bring in damn- 
able heresies, even denying the-« 
Lord that bought them.” Such 
pretended Christians turn away 
from historie Christianity and so 


. their doctrines are heresies, un- 


true to the Word of God: And all 
who deny the inspiration of the 
Bible also deny “the Lord that 
bought them.” The integrity of the 
Bible as the infallible Word of 
God and the deity and atoning 
death of Christ stand or fall to- 
gether. Those who deny the oné 
generally deny the other. And one 
who denies either the Word of 
God. or the deity of Christ is a 
modernist, 


Now notice that the Scripture 
says these modernists are insin- 
cere hypocrites. First, they bring 
in “damnable heresies” privily, 
says verse 1, Modernists do not 
come out and say honestly and 
frankly, “I am an infidel. I agree 
with Voltaire, Renan, Tom Paine, 
Robert Ingersoll. I am not a Chris- 
tain im the honest acceptance of 
the term as used for nineteen cen- 
turies.” ~No, a modernist infidel 
claims to be a Christian, often 
takes ordination yows to defend 
the Bible and preach the gospel, 
though privately he does not mean 
to do it. The modernist is a fifth 
columnist in the church, privily 
bringing in damnable heresies, as 
the Scripture says. That is not 
an honest position. It is the posi- 
tion of a hypocrite. Second. Peter 
2:3 explains further why these 
faise prophets, modernists, come 
in so privily. “And through cov- 
etousness shall they with feigned 
words make merchandise of you.” 
The modernist’s words are “feign- 
ed words,” insincere words. If he 
Says he believes in the inspiration 
of the Bible, he does not ‘mean by 
the word “inspiration” what hon- 
est people have meant through the 
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eenturies, that it is God-breathed 
revelation. He simply meang it is 
a@ very nice piece of literature, like 
Tennyson's poems or Shake- 
speare's plays. If a modernist says 
Christ is the Son of God, he is 
using Christian language, but he 
does not’ mean Christian truth. 
He simply means that all men, 
regenerate or unregenerate, are 
alike the sons of God and that 
Jesus is like other men! 
Modernists Intentionally Use De- 

ceitful Language, Take Vows 

‘ They Intend fo Break 

In Dr. Harry Emerson Fosdick’s 
book, The Hope of the World, he 
has a sermon on “The Peril of 
Worshipping Jesus” which is a 
model of insincerity and hypocrisy. 
Though Jesus Himself openly de- 
elared, “Hereafter shall. yet see 
the Son of man sitting on the 
right hand of power, and coming 
in the clouds of heaven” (Matthew 
26-64), and said, “I and my Fath- 
er are one” (John 10:30), and 
elaimed that He was the “I AM” 
before Abraham “and 
Father had given all judgment to 
the Son, yet Fosdick blasphem- 
eusly pretends that Jesus did not 
want to be worshiped. In the same 
sermon this noted modernist says 
that certainly Jesus was divine, 
even as Fosdick’s mother was di- 
vine! Such language is insincere, 
hypocritical language. Such words 
are feigned words as the Scripture 
expressly declares modernists 
would use. 


When a modernist speaks of 
@hristianity, he does not mean 
Bible. Christianity. When a mod- 
ernist speaks of the gospel, he 
does not mean the pospel of sal- 
vation by the blood of Christ 
taught in the Word of God. He 
does not mean the gospel which 
Paul preached,. “how that Christ 
died for our sins according to the 
scriptures; And that he was buried 
and that he rose again the third 
day, according to the scriptures” 
¢I Cor. 15:3, 4). 

When a modernist agrees to de- 
fend the orthodox “Articles of 
Religion” of the Methodist Church, 
or when a modernist takes a sol- 
men vow that he will uphold the 
Westminster Confession of Faith 
and the historic doctrine of the 
Presbyterian church, and does not 
do it, he is a lying hypocrite, not 
worthy of the respect of honest 
people anywhere. 

But let us look again to the 
Word of God, to find the motives 
back of the insincerity and “feign- 
—ed words” of the modernist. Sec- 
end Peter 2:3 says, “And through 
eovetousness shall they with 
feigned words make merchandise 
of you: whose judgment now of a 
long time lingereth not, and their 
@damnation slumbereth not.” The 
modernist covets the salary paid 
by Bible-believing Christians, 
hence he pretends to be a Chris- 
tian when he is not, pretends to 
be a gospel minister when he is a 
Minister of Satan. 
“make merchandise” of simple, 
Bible-believing Christians. They 
deceive the people to hold their 
jobs and to have the money and 
honor that belong to honest Chris- 
tian leaders. These wolves want 
the support of ‘sheep, so they put 
on sheep’s clothing. These false 
prophets want the money for their 
schools, the money for their de- 
nominational headquarters, which 
Bible-believing Christians give to 
P i Christ. So, ‘like .the hyo- 
erites that they are, for covetous- 
ness’ sake they make merchandise 
ef Christians! 

How can anyone respect the 
_modernist preacher who takes 
vows that he does not intend to 
keep, who professes a Christianity 
im which he does not believe? 

A weak Christian may be pit- 
ted, may be lovingly forgiven. The 
ignorant Christian should have the 
forbearance and help of Chris- 
tians. A lost sinner who admits 
he is a lost sinner may be lovingly 
warned and perhaps won by those 
who love the Lord Jesus. But the 
modernist, who is not a Christian 
in the historical sense, but claims 
to be; -who does not believe the 
Bible but pretends to preach it; 
who is an infidel, an -unbeliever, 
but hides it in order to have the 


honer and support of Christians, | 


‘ 
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Modernists_ 


can have only the scorn reserved 
for hypocrites! ; 
Modernists Dishonest in Not Seek- 
ing the Truth About Christ 
and the Bible 

When a man deceives the peo- 
ple and stays in the church when 
he is an infidel, then such a man’s 
motives are not to be trusted. 

And you may be sure that even 
the way a man became a modern- 
ist, an infidel, was not an honest 
way. Modernists are not honest 
doubters. 

I do not mean that the modern- 
jist is not a doubter; I mean that 
he did not come to his doubt by 
honest means. Modernists are 
doubters, but not honest doubters. 
Remember that Jesus said, “ O 
fools and slow of heart to believe 
all that the prophets have spok- 
en.” Modernists do not believe the 
Bible because their hearts are 
wrong. They did not find the truth 
because they did not honestly, 
with an open heart, seek the truth, 

There is a clear doctrine that 
runs throughout the Bible, teach- 
ing that one who honestly seeks 


that the} God can find Him. one who wants 


to Know the truth can find it. In 
Jeremiah 29:13 we are told, “And 
ye shall seek me, and find me, 
when ye shall search for me with 
all your heart.” Notice that a cer- 
tain heart attitude is necessary 
to find God. Fhe heart cannot cer- 
tainly know the truth in spirit- 
ual things when the heart is re- 
bellious against God. 

In John 7:17 Jesus said, “If any 
man willeth to do his will, he 
shall know of the teaching, wheth- 
er it is of God, or whether I speak 
from myself” (R. V.) Any man 
who is willing to do the will of 
God when it is revealed can find 
out whether Christ is the Son of 
God; whether the Bible is the in- 
fallible revelation of God, or not. 
The same truth is taught in James 
4:8, “Draw nigh to God, and he 
will draw nigh to you.” 

I have taken God up on these 
promises and I found that the 
Bible is true. Modernists have not 
honestly, ywith an open heart, 
sought to know whether the Bible 
is trpe. 

People Believe in Evolution In- 
stead of the Bible, Not Because of 
Scientific Proof, But.by Choice 

High school teachers and others 
with a little learning may say that 
“Evolution is a proven fact of 
science.’ Of course, real men of 
science make no such claim. Let 
me assure you as a man of good 
university training, a former col- 
lege teacher, an editor and auth- 
or, that all scientists know ,that 
evolution is not a proven fact. No 
honest and responsible scientist in 
the whole world will say that the 
teaching of evolution is more than 
a theory, an hypothesis, a guess. 
There is no proof to evolution. 

Not one case in all the world 
is known of the origin of a single 
clearly separate species by evolu- 
tion. 

Not one example has éver been 
found in which an animal or plant 
was clearly evolved from one 
species to another species. There 
is not one single proof that man, 
in inherent physical and mental 
equipment, has changed from pre- 
historic times until now. 

On the contrary, there is all 
about us the evidence of design 
in nature that points back to a 
personal creator, The God who 
gave man lungs made air for him 
to breathe. The God who made 
man’s eyes made light so he could 
see. The God who made man’s 
ears made the physical laws of 
sound, In every human body are 
a thousand evidences of creation 
by a God who was infimitely wise 
and infinitely good. All the real 
evidence is on the side of creation 
by a supernatural God instead of 
evolution by inherent forces. 

Why, then, do people believe in 
evolution? Of course the mass of 
people believe it because they are 
taught to believe it‘and they want 
to believe it because it is the ac- 
cepted thing. But why do scien- 
tists, educators, believe in evolu- 
tion? The answer still is that they 
want to believe it. 

Dr. Bateman, in a presidential 
address at a meeting of the Asso- 
ciation for the Advancement of 
Science, at Toronto some _ years 


- » - _ nd > 


ago, reviewed the unpleasant 
(to him) fact that evolution 
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was far from proven and that 
many ideas scientists had taken 
for granted in connection with the 
evolutionary hypothesis were now 
proven untenable. But he still said 
that evolution must be true be- 
cause the only alternative to 
evolution was direct creation of 
God, which he certainly would not 
accept. In other words, Dr. Bate- 
man believed in evolution, con- 
trary to the evidence, because he 
did not want to believe in direct 
creation! 

Men who doubt the Bible have 
gone to every possible trouble and 
expense to try to prove evolution. 
Hundreds of generations of white 
mice and guinea pigs have been 
used in trying to bring about some 
clearly defined departure from the 
original species, but without suc- 
cess. Cattle have been bred to 
buffaloes, and it was once an- 
nounced that Colonel Goodnight of 
Texas had developed a new strain, 
“cattaloes.” But the so-called new 
species simply bred back to buf- 


falo and cattle. Scientists have 
tried to find mules that would 
reproduce. An effort was even 


made to mix Africans with chimp- 
anzees. Life cells have been treat- 
ed with X-rays and radium and 
electric shock, Still no new spe- 
cies have appeared. 

Scientists have combed the 
world for a skeleton or a living 
creature that could be called the 
missing link between man and 
apes. Scientists have used a small 
piece of jawbone and a bit of a 
skull with a leg bone, probably 
not even of the same individual, 
and have, with much plaster, un- 
veiled a skeleton to satisfy their 
needs. A faked picture was widely 
published of a native Filipino said 
to have been born with a long 
tail; but it was proven a fake. 

The fact still remains that the 


link is still missing. An infinite 
gulf remains between mankind 
and the most complex and ad- 


vanced beasts in the world. 

A missing link? AH the links 
are missing! There is no link be- 
tween inanimate matter and HKving 
matter, organic and inorganic. We 
have no link between plants and 
animals. We have no link between 
conscious life and unconscious. We 
have no link between man and 
beast. In fact, we have no link be- 
tween any two well-defined species 
in the world, 

You see, men do not accept evol- 
ution because the facts force them 
to accept it. They accept it be- 
cause they want to, in spite of the 
facts. 

Evolutionists string a million 
guesses together and come out 
with only a theory, but they be- 
lieve it in spite of the evidence. 

Darwin said that man was des- 


cended from the apes. Now it is}' 


proven that that could not possibly 
be so, and no scientist today be- 
lieves in “Darwinian evolution.” 
The difference in blood cells, 
chromosomes, etc., makes it cer- 
tain man did not descend from 
any creature living today, and 
scientists so admit it, but they 
still believe in evolution! 

Darwin said that evolution was 
affected by so-called “natural sel- 
ection;” now no reputable scien- 
tist will risk his reputation on 
that silly theory. They do not be- 
lieve now, as Darwin did, that 
giraffes grew long necks in a per- 
iod of drought, reaching high to 
eat leaves off the trees! They do 
not believe now, as Darwin 
taught, that the hair largely dis- 
appeared from men’s bodies be- 
cause the females would not mar- 
ry the hairy men and so they had 
no children and a hairless race de- 
veloped! 

The teaching of evolution was 
originally based on the idea that 
acquired characteristics were 
transmitted to offspring. Now we 
know this is not true. Sheep, de- 
scended from a thousand genera- 
tions of sheep with their tails cut 
off, still grow long tails and like- 
wise has it cut off. Jewish boy 
babies, despite thirty-five centur- 
ies of circumcision, are born un-* 
changed. “ 

But do all these discoveries dis- 
courage the evolutionists? No, be- 
cause they want to believe in 
evolution and they do not want 
to believe the Bible. 

Once modernists said that Moses 
could not have written the Penta- 
teuch because men could not read 
and write in Moses’ day. Now no 


educated man who knows of tne 
Tel El Amarna tablets and other 
modern discoveries can doubt that 
men of Moses’ day wrote. On a 
thousand fronts modernists have 
been driven back as clay tablets 
and stone inscriptions and the un- 
covered ruins of ancient cities 
proved the modernists wrong. 
There was a nation of Hittites, 
though the modernists long said 
there were none. Cyrenius. was 
governor of Syria briefly, as Luke 
2:2 declares as historians now 
know, but once denied. Not one 
archaeological discovery, not one 
ancient manuscript, not one scien- 
tific deVelopment has disproved 
a single statement of the Word 
of God. Yet modernists go blithely 
and determinedly on their way 
opposing it. 

Why do modernists still not be- 
lieve the Bible? Because they do 
not want to believe it! If the Bible 
were true, then men ought to fol- 
low it. If the Ten Commandments 
are God's laws, then murder, 
adultery, lying and covetousness 
will be punished and sinful men 
will be held accountable for their 
sins. If there is a Hell for God- 
rejecting sinners, then these men 
who hate Christ are in danger of 
eterna] damnation and they do not 
like such a doctrine. If Christ is 
the virgin-born Son of God, then 
they ought to love Him and trust 
Him and serve and obey Him. 
Don’t you see how modernists who 
want to live for today instead of 
eternally, who want to have their 
own way instead of God’s way, 
who want to be popular with men 
instead of righteous before God, 
hate the Bible? 

The Blindness, the Unbelief of 
Modernists, Is Caused by a Wicked 
Heart Attitude Against God 

The Bible, wonderful book of 
God, reveals the heart of wicked 
men. In II Peter 3:5 God tells us 
modernists are willingly ignorant 
of the true creation of the heav- 
ens and earth. Read the whole 
passage carefully: 

“Knowing this first, that there 
shall come in the last days scof- 
fers, walking after their own lusts, 
And saying, Where is the promise 
of his coming? for since the fath- 
ers fell asleep, all things continue 
as they were from the beginning 
of the creation. For this they will- 
ingly are ignorant of, that by the 
word of God the heavens were of 
old, and the earth standing out of 
the water and in the water; 


Whereby the world that then 
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was, being overflowed with water, 
perished” (II Pet. 3:3-6). 

Are there men who do not be- 


the heavens were of old, and the 
earth standing out of the water 
and in the water’’? Are there men 
who do not believe the Bible ac- 
count of the flood, that “the world 
that then was, being overflowed 
with water, perished’’? Then these 
men, false prophets to “come in 
the last days’, are really “scoffers 
walking after their own lusts.” 
They believe their false doctrines 
because they want to believe them. 
“They willingly are ignorant,” 
Says the Scripture, .of the true 
creation of the heaven and earth 
by the Word of God. “They will- 
ingly are ignorant” of the flood 
which overflowed the world in the 
days of Noah. 


Those who do not believe im 
true creation are ignorant, and 
choose to remain ignorant. When 
they scoff at the Bible they simply 
walk after their own lusts, their 
own. heart's desires, 


I suggest that you, read the 
above Scripture again carefully 
and see how aptly it describes 
these modernist fools, these hypo- 
crites who do not want to believe 
the Bible. They desire to please 
men and not God. They desire a 
religion that does not require re- 
pentance, does not call for a new 
birth, does not threaten punish- 
ment for sin. There is a funda- 
mental hypocrisy, a sinfulness of 
motive back of all unbelief in the 
Bible and Christ. 


Modernists are doubters, but not 
| honest doubters. 
It is become true of all mod- 
ernists as Romans 1:21, 22 says, 
(Continued om Page 4) 
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“Because that, at. when they knew 
God, they glorified him not as 
God. neither were thankful; but 
became vain in their imaginations, 
and their foolish heart was dark- 
ened, Professing themselves to be 
wise, they became fools.” In Rom- 
ans 1:24 we are told about cer- 
tain sinful men, “Wherefore God 
also gave them up to unclean- 
ness...” and in verse 26, “For this 
cause God gave them up unto 
vile affections.” In verse 28 we 
are told, “And even as they did 
not like to retain ‘God in their 
knowledge, God gave them over to 
a reprobate mind.” 

The blindness, the folly of Mod- 
ernists, is the result of their wick- 
ed hearts. Unbelief is not a pro- 
duct of the.mind, but of the heart. 


Unbelief does not come from in- 
telligent investigation; it comes 
from sin in the heart. 

They are “slow of heart” to be- 


lieve, even as Jesus said in Luke 
24:25. 

Every modernist may mMmsist that 
he is perfectly honest in his stand. 
He may have a conviction, but it 
is not a conviction based on hon- 
est investigation. He may doubt 
the Bible, but it is not the honest 
doubt of one who could not find 
evidence. Modernists turn from the 
Bible not because they found the 
Bible unbelievable, but because 
they did not want to believe it. 
Modernists turn from Christ not 
because He is not willing to prove 
Himself all He claims to be, but 
because they simply do not want 
Him as God’s perfect Saviour. 
I do not even say that modern- 
ists do not want to Know § the 
truth. Some of them do want 
to know the truth, but not at the 
cost of displeasing man and re- 
penting of their sins and surrend- 
ering their lives. The fault is a 
heart fault. Modernists are wrong 
in the head because they were first 
wrong in their wills, their hearts. 

So when you meet a modernist, 
remember Jesus said he is a wolf 
in sheep's clothing; that he comes 
in privily, bringing damnable here- 
sies, denying the Lord that bought 
him, and that he brings feigned 
words because of his covetousness, 
hoping to make merchandise of 
Bible-belieying Christians,. as we 
are told in If Peter 2;1-3, He is 
“willingly ignorant” of the truth, 
as II Pet. 3:3-6 says. The. mod- 
ernist is a hypocrite. 


Il. The ‘Modernist Is Under 
an Awful Curse From God 
and From Christ 

In Galatians 1:8, 9, the Apostle 
Paul said by divine inspiration, 
“But though we ,or an angel from 
heaven, preach any other gospel 
unto you than that which we have 
preached unto you, let him be ac- 
eursed. As we said before, so say 
I now again, If any man preach 
any gospel unto you than that ye 
‘have received, let him be accurs- 
ed.”’ 

To Teach Any Gospel Except Sal- 
vation Through Christ's Death 
Puts One Under God’s Curse 

You can see that the Scripture 
above refers to modernists who 
do not preach the gospel of sal- 
vation by personal faith in Christ 
and His atoning death, but teach 
salvation by human merit or 
worth or works. Paul tells us in 
I Corinthians 15:1, 3 and 4 what 
his gospel was: “Moreover, breth- 
ren, I declare unto you the gos- 
pel which I preached unto you... 
how that Christ died for our sins, 
according. to the scriptures; And 
that he was buried, and that he 
rose again the third day accord- 
ing to the scriptures.” Those who 
do not believe in the atoning death 
of Christ, in His bodily. resurrec- 
tion and in salvation through His 
blood, preach another gospel. And 
by God’s inspiration, Paul says 
that such a one is accured, under 
damnation. 

The awful curse of God is on 
all modernists. 

As we have shown you before, 
the modernist is an infidel, not a 
Christian, not a believer. 

The modernist is an insincere 
hypocrite, who because of his sin- 
ful heart, would not seek the truth 
honestly or submit to the Word of 
God nor follow the light he had. 
For this reason God has turned 
him over to a darkened heart and 


- a 


in approval 


a sae Pay mind. Light rejected 
means light withdrawn. So the 
modernist is under a curse as a 
lost sinner, as an infidel, and as 
a willful hypocrite, deceiving the 
people for covetousness’ sake. How 
terrible is God’s curse upon him! 


Christians have a solemn duty 
in this connection. 


Second John 7:11 says, “For 
many deceivers are entered into 
the world, who confess not that 
Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. 
This is a deceiver and an anti- 
christ. Look to yourselves, that 
we lose not those things which 
we have wrought, but that we 
receive a full reward, Wh6soever 
transgresseth, and abideth not in 
the doctrine of Christ, hath not 
God. He that abideth in the doc- 
trine of Christ, he hath both the 
Father and Son. If there come any 
unto you, ard bring not this doc- 
trine, receive him not into your 
house, neither bid him God speed: 
For he that biddeth him God speed 
is partaker of his evil deeds.” 


Modernist do not agree that 
Jesus is the pre-existent Christ. of 
the Old Testament, the one fore- 
told by the prophets, the Christ 
of God. Everyone who does not ac- 
cept Christ as God come in the 
flesh, according to prophecy, is a 
deceiver and an antichrist, says 
the Scripture. And Christians are 
to look to themselves carefully lest 
they lose their reward for their 
works and suffer because of com- 
promising with these unbelievers 
and modernist. One who does not 
abide in the doctrine of Christ, the 
Christ of the Bible, does. not have 
God, is not a Christian, is not to 
be received as a Christian, 
Christians Must Not Fellowship or 

Support Modernists 

Then we have the clear com- 
mand of verses 10 and 11, “If 
there come any unto you, and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him 
not into your house, neither bid 
him God speed: For he that bid- 
deth him God speed is partaker 
of his evil deeds.” Christians are 
not to receive a modernist into 
their homes. It is a sin for a Chris- 
tian to receive a modernist as a 
Christian. It is a sin for a Chris- 
tian to support. the modernist with 
his money. It is a sin for a Chris- 
tian. even to bid the modernist 
God. speed in his preaching and 
teaching. Everyone who gives a 
dime to support a modernist or 
allows his influence to be used 
of a modernist who 
denies part of the Bible, is a par- 
taker of the infidel’s evil deeds. 
If the reader is a Christian who 
compromises with modernists and 
supports them, this Scripture 
warns you that you will lose part 
of your reward in Heaven. In 
Christ’s dear name, do not re- 
ceive a modernist as a Christian, 
do not go to hear a modernist 
preach, do not send your child to 
schools where people teach who 
Claim to be Christians but deny 
part of the Bible. 

Modernist are under the curse 
of God! Christians should _ fear 
them, avoid them, withdraw sup- 
port from them and pray for 
them! 


Ill. The Remedy for Modern- 
ism; How to Become Con- 
vinced Concerning the Bible 
~ and Christ and Salvation 
Every honest  unbeliever who 
wants to know the truth can find 
it. I remind you again that Jesus 
said, “If any man willeth to do 
his will, he shall know the teach- 
ing, whether it is of God, or whe- 
ther I speak from myself” (John 
7:17 R. V.). James 4:8 says, 
“Draw nigh to God, and he will 
draw night to you.” Another Scrip- 
ture says, ‘““Then shall we know, if 
we follow on to know the Lord” 
(Hosea 6:3). One who honestly sets 
out to find the truth about the Bi- 
bit and Christ and salvation can 
find it. But one must seek honestly 
with a whole heart. Jeremiah 29:13 
says, “And ye shall seek me, and 
find me, when ye shal] search for 
me with all your heart.” 
Honest, Penitent Hearts Can Find 


the Truth 
Dr. R. A. Torrey was wonder- 


fully use of God in winning ath- 
eists to Christ. Again and’ again 
he challenged men if they were 
honest to set out honestly to find 
God by humble prayer, reading of 


the Scripture, by honest surrend- 
er and decision to follow what 
light God would give them, Some 
men would not search the Scrip- 
ture, would not pray to God for 


light, would not agree to follow 


the Bible if they found it true and 
and to receive Christ as Saviour 
if they found Him the Son of God. 
Such men, of course, had no help 
from God. But honest, surrender- 
ed, penitent hearts can always find 
the light and the truth and salva- 
tion. 


John 20:31 tells us that the 
Bible, and particularly the gospel 
of John, was. written “that ye 
might believe that Jesus is the 
Christ, the son of God; and that 
believing ye might have life 
through his name.” It is clear, 
then, that any honest heart who 
wants to know the truth about 
Christ as the Son of God and 
about the Bible as the Word of 
God, should set out to read pray- 
erfully through the gospel of John 
and other Scripture, seeking for 
light. 

It is equally certain that any- 
one honestly seeking God ought to 
penitently confess and forsake his 
sins. Remember, unbeliever, that 
your trouble is with your heart, 
not with your head. Until your 
heart turns honestly in- simple re- 
pentance from your sins, God has 
no promise that He would meet 
you or reveal Himself to you. You 
are to seek God ‘with your whole 
heart.’ 


A Christian lawyer talked to 
an infidel lawyer who said he could 
not believe that the Bible was 
truly the Word of God, could not 
believe that Christ was veritably 
the virgin-born Son of God. Said 
the Christian lawyer, 

“Let me prepare a brief of the 
evidence, proving that the Bible is 
the Word of God and that Christ 
is God's own Son. I have evidence 
that would be acceptable in any 
court of law. Will you read such 
a brief of the evidence carefully, 
if I prepare it?” 

The unsaved infidel lawyer 
agreed and in due time the argu- 
ments were briefly written out 
and submitted. 

Later the infidel lawyer saw his 
Christian friend and said, “You 
are right! Your arguments have 
proven to me beyond a doubt that 
the Bible is God’s Word and that 
Christ is God’s Son. I am con- 
vinced that it is all so.” 

“Praise the Lord!” said _ the 
Christian lawyer. “I am so hap- 
py to see you turn to God.” 

“Wait a minute!” said the un- 
saved lawyer. “I said that I am 
convinced that the Bible is the 
Word of God and that Christ is 
God’s Son. I am sure you are right 
about that. But though I find the 
Bible is the Word of God; I still 
do not want to follow it. Though 
I believe that Christ is the Son of 
God, I stil am not ready to take 
Him as my Saviour.” 

You see, what is wrong with an 
infidel is not his head but his 
heart. In that case the unbeliever 
was able to see the truth of the 
Bible, even while his heart was 
impenitent. But God maKes no 
promise to give light and under- 
standing. to impenitent sinners. 
Unless you are willing to confess 
your pride and willfulness, willing 
to turn from your sin and look to 
Christ for forgiveness and salva- 
tion, willing to set out to live for 
Christ, there is no promise that 
you will find the truth. If you are 
determined to go to Hell anyhow, 
I think God would just as soon 
you should go to Hell as an infidel 
as to have you go as a Bible be- 
liever but still a lost sinner. Why 
should God fix your poor, deluded 
head when your wicked heart does 
not surrender to him? Remember 
that it is always sin that makes 
infidels and modernists, and 
humble repentance is always the 
cure for what is wrong with a sin- 
ner. ; 

How I Know the Bible Is True 

Let me give a word of personal 
testimony here. In 1921 I went to 
the University of Chicago to do 
graduate work. I had taught the 
preceding season at Wayland Col- 
lege, Plainview, Texas, and had a 
contract to teach the next year 
in another college. I had been con- 
verted in childhood and had lived 


‘as a Christian. I believed the Bible, 


but strangely enough had also ac- 
cepted the theory of evolution. I 
came to see that the teaching of 


this universe, plants, 


mankind and even Christianity, 


} Man came by natural evolution, 
he did not come by direct creation. 


it did not grow from human sup- 


trembling, but with an honest 
heart, I vowed that I would know 
the truth. 


spoke on “The Bible and Its Ene- 
mies.” If Bryan and other Bible 
believers, including my own godly 
father and mother, were right, 
then the evolutionists, the modern- 
ists, the unbelievers, were wrong. 
But.if the evolutionists and mod- 
ernists were right, if the Bible 
were full of mistakes, if Christ 
were only a good man, then I de- 
termined I would know it. I would 
not be a hypocrite. I would not 
pretend to believe what I did not 
believe. I would not claim to be 
a Christian in faith if I could not 
honestly be one. 

I thank God that the search that 
followed proved to me beyond any 
possible doubt that the Bible is 


the Word of God, infallibly ac- 
curate, as given in the original 
manuscripts. (and the present 


translations are almost perfect re- 
productions of those manuscripts). 
I found that the Bible is authenti- 
cated by hundreds of prophecies 
fulfilled to the letter. I found that 
it is absolutely reliable in science 
and history. I found that the only 
people who do not believe the Bible 
»are those who never set out with 
an honest, seeking heart to know 
the whole truth and to trust and 
‘follow the Christ of the Bible and 
please and serve the God who has 


revealed Himself there. On this 
matter I am not guessing, nor 
hoping. I know by my own ‘re- 


searches, by facts I have at hand 
that would convince any honest 
investigator, that the Bible is all 
it claims to be, the very Word of 
God, and that Christ is all He 
claims to be, God incarnate, the 
virgin-born, bodily resurrected 
Son of God, the Saviour of all who 


trust in Him. Now for long years 


‘I have acted on the assumption 
that the Bible is true and that the 
Word of God has proved itself. I 
have risked the support of my 
family, my reputation,’ my happi- 
ness, even my life — yea, my soul 
itself — on the literal promises 
found in the Word of God. Thou- 
sands of times I have found that 
God does exactly what He prom- 
iseg to do in the Bible. What God 
Says will happen does happen 
when one meets His requirements. 

I have proven the Bible is true 
by preaching it to sinners and I 
have seen the gospel of the Bible 
transform the lives of multiplied 
thousands. Hundreds of drunkards 
have been made _ sober,  harlots 
have been made pure and virtuous, 
convicts have been made into res- 
pectable and trustworthy citizens. 
The timid have been made bold, the 


than I have proved any friend on 


earth I have proved the Bible. 1 


have better proof that the Bible is 


have of the honor of any man, the 
virtue of any woman. 


Acting on clear promises in the 
Bible, I gave up position, salary, 
$10,000 of life insurance, when in- 
sensible people said I 
would come to want and my family 


telligent, 


would go hungry. Thank God, with 
no set salary, putting no price on 
my service, giving away thou- 


erally multiplied thousands 


tainty, from unbelief to faith. 


Unbeliever, Will You Seek God 
oday ? 


the Bible and the teaching that 
animals and 


were simply the products of evolu- 
}tion, are simply irreconcilable, If 


If Christianity came by true rev- 
elation of God in the Bible, then 


erstition. So, with some fear and 


William Jennings Bryan came 
to the University of Chicago and 


sad have been made happy. Better 


the perfect Word of God than I] 


sands of dollars, I have been won- 
derfully cared for, with my large 
family, for twenty-one years. Once 
after prayer I adopted a course, 
true to thé Word of God,. which 
good men told me could drive ‘me 
from the ministry and bring me to 
shame and my family to want. But 
God did just what He said He 
would do in the Bible and came to 
my rescue. I have proven th e/ 
Bible. It works! I know that the 
Bible is true as I know the multi- 
plication table is true. And as lit- 
of 
other -Christians have, I have by 
honest testing gone from doubting 
to knowing and from fear to cer- 


A last word and I am done, n 


Friday, June 20, 1947 


a Texas town where I was preach- 
ing in a revival campaign a news- 
paper reporter declared that he 
had too much education, that he 
was too modern and rational and 
had too much information, to be- 
lieve the Bible. 


“How can I help it,” he asked, 
“if I cannot believe?” 

But I found that he had not as 
much education as I had. He had 
been reading from Haldeman-Jul- 
ian trash and thought he had found 
an alibi for his sins! 

So I said to the young infidel 
something like this: 

“You do not Know whether the 
Bible is true or not, but I do 
know. Your father, your mother, 
and millions of: other Christians 
have tried it and found that Christ 
does save, that the Bible is true, 
that HM works in daily life. Now 
I challenge you. I Know you ean 
find out whether Christianity is 
true. 1 know how you can find out. 
I am going to tell you how, and 
then if -you do not seek to know 
‘the truth I will know that you are 
a hypocrite, your brother here will 
know that you are insincere, that 
you do not know the truth and 
you do not want to know it. Are 
you willing to seek the truth hon- 

(Continued on Page 5) 
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The Menace 


© (Continued from Page 1) 
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ocrity when he said to a Boston 
audience: “It is time for Boston 
to get out of the peck measure 
into the bushel measure.” 

Surely the menace of medio- 
crity was set forth in the words 
of a Russian writer, Mrs. And- 
reyev, who wrote a book entitled 


Little Men in Great Days. And 
surely Rabbi 


Lininthal warned 
against the menace of mediocrity 
when, in comment on Andreyev’s 
book, he wrote: “We see before 
us little men in great days. We 
always felt assured that if any 
trouble came, we could be at ease. 
Our great men would handle the 
situation. But what became of our 
great men? They are little pi2@ 
mies in this world crisis.” 

Surely the same sad truth must 
have been in the mind of the Eng- 
lish poet who wrote: “Pigmies are 
pigmies still though perched on 
Alps.” ° 

Maybe, too, the shadow of the 
menace of mediocrity once rested 
on the heart of Alice Freeman 
Palmer when she said of some 
rich people who refused to give 
her some money for her college: 
“They live in big houses, but they 
are little bitsy folks.” And that 
is in agreement with what Dr. 
Theodore Cuyler Speers said on 
August 11, 1946, at the Central 
Presbyterian Church when he de- 
clared that much of the world’s 
misery is caused by — childish 
adults: “Whether you speak of 
martial unhappiness or family dis- 
agreement or contention between 
management and labor or strife 
between nations, the unmistakable 
characteristics of childishness — 
self-consciousness, self - import- 
ance, and unwillingness to accept 
responsibility — are present to 
throw sand in the wheels of pro- 
gress and growth.” 

Watkinson expressed something 
of the tragedy of mediocrity when 
he wrote: “Large areas of our in- 
heritance are unsown, unreaped; 
ali-kinds of beginnings abide sor- 
rowfully incomplete. We live in 
the strange world of the undone.” 
And in this “strange world of the 
undone,” we need to remember 
——using the language of baseball 
players — that we cannot hit a 
home run on a bunt, 

It was a great compliment paid 
Gladstone when of him a man 
wrote: “He would not compromise 
with mediocrity,” and Gladstone 


himself, speaking of mediocrity 
among writers, said: “Mediocrity 
is now, as formerly, dangerous, 


of Mediocrity 
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commonly fatal, tothe poet; but 
among even the successful writers 
of prose, those who rise sensibly 
above it are the very rarest ex- 
ceptions.” 


Moreover, I think the menace of 
occasional mediocrity as an evil 
was set forth when someone wrote 
of Wordsworth: “He often made 
his poetic eagle do the work of a 
clucking hen.” And Mr. Words- 
worth himself showed the menace 
of mediocrity in. religious matters 
when he wrote: “Shallow stream 
of piety that flows on Sabbath days 
a fresher course.” 

Phillips Brooks once said: “This 
fact of the prevalence of medio- 
crity, or of the average in life, 
becomes oppressive. It seems to 
leve] life into a great, flat, dreary 
plain. We cannot get rid of such 
oppression and the demoralization 
which it brings by simply deny- 
ing the fact of the preponderance 
of mediocrity. Only by retaining 
mediocrity in our own and other 
men’s wisdom—only by asserting 
and praying that the man of two 
talents has a great place and a 
great chance in the world — only 
SO can we regulate the healthy 
thought of life which the first 
sight of his numerousness dis- 
turbs.” 

Surely the menace. of medio- 
crity must have been a thought in 
the mind- of Emerson when he 


wrote: “Men ... come down to 
titmouse dimensions.” And a 
thought in the mind of Lowell 


when he wrote: “Contract thy 
firmament to the compass of a 
tent.” And a thought in the mind 
of Disraeli when he said: “It is a 
wretched thing to be gratified 
with mediocrity when the excel- 
lent lies before us.”’ And a thought 
in the mind of Cesare Lombroso 
when he wrote: “The appearance 
of a single great genius is more 
than equivalent to the birth of 
one hundred mediocrities.” 

And surely Loyd George, the 
great Baptist statesman of Eng- 
land, must have had fear of as 
well as rebuke for the menace of 
mediocrity when — before the 
flames of a second world war burst 
out in flash and furry — he said: 
“England has let the voice of au- 
thority become an impotent whisp- 
er and the roar of the lion become 
the squeak of a mouse.” 

Dr. Frank Crane, in terrific in- 
dictment of the mediocre wrote: 
“Most preachers you hear are bad 


— not bad men, but bad preach- 
ers. Most singers cannot sing. 
Most actors are mediocre. Most 


More About Modernists 


(Continued from Page 4) ”* 
estly and follow it if you find it?” 
He replied that of course he 
would like to know the truth, but 
believed it was impossible to know 
about such a matter. 

I said; “Are you willing to 
kneel, then, here with me and ask 
God, if there be a God, to clear 
up- your mind. on this matter and 
make you able to see and acknowl- 
edge the truth? If God shows you 
that the Bible is true, will you set 
out to live by it at any cost? If 
it becomes clear to you that Christ 
is the Son of God, that He died on 
the cross to save you.from sin, it 
is obvious that you ought to love 
Him and trust Him and give Him 
your heart, now and forever. Are 
you willing to do it?” 

He argued. How could he pray 
to God when he didn’t even know 
if there were a God? But I in- 
sisted that an honest God would 
keep His promises if any honest 
heart sought to know the truth 
and follow it, : 

At last he turned to his brother 
and said, “Bud, we will have to 


do it! We cannot claim to be hon- 


est if we do net give God a chance 
to prove Himself to us.” 

So we three knelt together. I 
prayed first, telling God how this 
young man had gone in his proud 
way, living in sin, reading’ infidel 
literature and saying that the 
Bible was not true. I asked my 
Heavenly Father to open this lost 
Sinner’s heart and give him a con- 
viction of the truth. Then I asked 
the young newspaper reporter to 
pray. I asked him to admit that he 


“Se 
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was a sinner who needed . forgive- 
ness and light. 

Stumblingly he began to pray. 
Words came slowly. He asked God, 
if there were a God, to reveal 
Himself. He asked that if there 
were such a God He would forgive 
this sinner. He promised if light 
came that he would follow it. Sud- 
denly he broke into sobbing! He 
turned to me and admitted that 
it was all settled. His doubts were 
all gone. As soon as he penitently 
surrendered to and trusted in 
Jesus Christ, his infidelity was 
gone. His trouble was his sin, not 


-his intelligence. 


A good many professed infidels 
have been saved in my services. 
I know that every man and wo- 
man in the world who wants to 
know.the truth can know it, pro- 
vided you will first turn from 
your own sins with confession and 
repentance and then set out to 
follow the light when God gives 
it, whether through His Word or 
through the Holy Spirit. 

To remain a modernist, to 
deny Christ’s deity and His aton- 


ing death and to reject the gospel 


of salvation as given in the Bible, 
means that you must go to Hell. 
Oh, do not remain in that sin of 
unbelief! Turn your face toward 
the light today. Follow on to 
know the light and God will. give 
it! Every doubter in the world 
who is willing to seek God with 
all his heart will have his head 
trouble cured when his heart is 
changed. 

Let every reader try to see that 
this message is read by some one 
who claims not to believe’ the 
Bible. | 


teachers are poor teachers. Most 
books are a waste of time. Most 
homes are not fit to live in. Most 
cooks cannot cook. Most clerks do 
not earn the small salary they get. 
It is a plain fact that the man 
who simply does well the thing 
he is paid for doing is a rare quan- 
tity. When you hire a carpenter, 
painter, paper hanger, upholsterer, 
a plumber to do a job in your 
house, it is reasonably sure that 
his work will be slighted, bungled, 
and unsatisfactory unless you 
stand over him with a club,” 


How different that from this re- 
freshing statement made of a Cer- 
tain statesman: “He seems a gold- 
ed galleon sailing among soiled 
and battered craft. 

I am not saying 
what he wrote, but George. E. 
Sokolsky — newspaper man — 
was thinking of the menace of 
mediocrity in governmental mat- 
ters when, with eyes upon our 
State Department, he wrote—with 
lamentation void of levity, yet 
with denunciation void of praise: 
“It is such a pity that a nation 
of unique talent suffers govern- 
ment by mediocrity.” Words akin 
to Sokolsky’s did Frank C. Wald- 
rip»write in the Times-Herald of 
August 7, 1946: “Our politicians 
have invented a multitude of laws 
which read on their faces as firm 
promises to secure heaven on 
earth for millions of people at one 
instant, yet in fact these laws 
manipulate’ the masses so as to 
crush the individual who goes to 
make up the mass.” 


I commend 


And, with his eyes upon preach- 
ers only, Dr. T. T. Shields of Cana- 
da, made tragic lament when he 
said: “Perhaps I am not a very 
good judge, but according to my 
standards at least, preaching is 
almost a lost art. We have plenty 
of hysterically emotional’ enter- 
tainers, any number of prophetic 
speculators, who know much more 
than what is written; but not 
many sane, solid expositors of 
the Word of God.” 


And this dread menace of: even 
occasional mediocrity was set 
forth in what one wrote about Lord 
Byron: “He, like others before and 
after him, prostituted genius to 
theatrical trumpery and tempor- 
ary popularity.” 

Something as sad has Vance 
Havner spoke of the mediocrity 
manifesting itself in light-hearted 
unconcern and shameful shrinking 
of duty: “Salvation has become a 
nightcap instead of a helmet. We 
have those in our churches who 
have plenty of sentiment but make 
no sacrifice; who sing lustily in 
the choir on Sunday but live lust- 
fully in the world all week; the 
kind of people who, when a piano 
is to be moved, escape by carrying 
the bench.” 

And Shakespeare, hundreds of 
years before we lived, described 
tragedies of our today caused by 
mediocrity when he wrote: “The 
world has grown so bad that wrens 
make prey where eagles dare not 
perch.” ~ 

One of our men, who bears in 
his body scars from wounds _re- 
ceived in the bloody terrors of war, 
recently said: “The old system of 
life is being shaken to its very 
foundation. The economic struc- 
ture is crashing, the political life 
of nations is threatened; the so- 
cial standards of right and right- 
e€ousness are being challenged, yet 
no one seems to know why. And 
the remedies that are proposed are 
remedies of little minds, little 
men.” 

Dr. Wade Bryant, with heart- 
ache, makes indictment . of 
churches everywhere when he 
Wrote: “One of the critical hours 
of history has come, and the 


churches are not ready for it in 


vision . . . in compassion . 
the spirit of sacrifice . .. in wit- 
nessing . .. in Christian living.” 

And Dr. Vincent Peale writes 
in THE WOMAN’S HOME COM- 
PANION: “Millions of men and 
women ‘are creeping through life 
on their hands and knees — mere- 
ly because they refuse to rely on 
any power but themselves.” 


So aa 


And Bernard E. Meland, profes- 


sor of constructive theology in 
the University of Chicago, makes 
us writhe and squirm with these 
words: 

“The prevailing church model is 
mediocrity. Its music, its architec- 
ture, its prayers, its parish talk, 
its celebrations are all médiocre. 


‘used to say that the half-hearted 


(ern Baptists, in an editorial which 


|}dark glasses when there is a total 


The influence that emanates from 
its doors, through Ms ministry, 
through its preachments spread 
mediocrity like a deadening blight 
over the hife of communities. Med- 
ocrity has taken hold of us as a 
people. When comfort aad happi- 
ness take priority over all else,-. 
the zest of more consequential con- 
cerns languishes — the dimensions 
of life shrink to mediocrity. This 
is the deadening disease of our 
time.” 


Mediocrity manifests itself m 
half-heartedness. Dr. Hakieman 


Christian is mediocre — is a 
stranger before the Lord, and 
walks in a vain show — carrying 
the name and burden of a profes-. 
sion without an inspiration, Nor 
is this all, for the prophet Jere- 
miah wrote: “Cursed be he that 
doeth the work of the Lord deceit- | 
fully, and cursed Be he that keep- 
eth back his sword from blood” 
(Jer. 48:10). The margin rend- 
ers it “negligently,” that is to say, 
half-heartedly. The sound of a 
curse.jingers in.the shadow of half- 
heartedness, Talk we much of con- 
secrated ability. Are we called to 
the consecration of our ability? 
Surely! But more to the consecra- 
tion of ourselves to the divine 
ability — giving ourselves up to 
be possessed and used by the pow- 
er which the Lord has so fully 
put within us. Only thus can it 
be known of us on earth and re- 
corded of us in Heaven that we 
are “always bearing about in the 
body the dying of the Lord Jesus 
that the life also of Jesus might 
be made manifest in our mortal 
bodies.”’ But if that were true of 
each Christian of us, “the glory 
of God would break out in the 
earth and illumine it to the farth- 
est stars.” 


And we find tears in what Dr. 
O. P. Gilbert, trusted and honor- 
ed servant of Christ among South- 


partly suggested my subject, said: 
“As we see it, Baptists are suffer- 
ing from the frosts of mediocrity. 
We are too complacent. We are at 
ease in Zion; and at a time when 
the channels of communications 
are glutted with information, our 
editorials, our sermons, our books, 
and our tracts are mediocre.” 
Dr. W. H. Houghton, President 
of Moody! Bible Institute, recently 
said: “The old-time Christian used 
to sing, ‘Marching as to War.” If 
the modern Christian told the 
truth he would have to change 
‘marching’ to limping. And it is 
not the limp of the warrior re- 
turning from the battle. It is the 
limp of tight shoes from walking 
the .Broadways and Rialtos of the 
world. Did angels ever see a more 
Sorry spectacle than this present 
generation of powerless Chris- 
tians trying to make themselves 
comfortable in a world of despair- 
ing. men? Once Christians were | 
warriors. Now they are tourists. 


At times they were crusaders. 
Now they are country gentle- 
men.” 


We have mediocrity in marita! 
relations. Mediocre wives, medio- 
cre husbands, mediocre homes are 
numberless. The mediocrity of two 
husbands was authenticated in the 
conversation of Mrs. Massey and 
Mrs. Menkel. Said Mrs, Massey 
to Mrs. Menkel: 


“What does your husband do?” 
“He selis balloons on parade days. 
And what does your husband do?” 
answered Mrs. Menkel. “He sells 


eclipse of the sun,” sadly and with 
no attempt to criticize her hus- 
band, responded Mrs. Massey. 

Mediocre reverence for parents 
on the part of children is manifest 
in many family circles. Mediocre 
precept and mediocre example is 
provided on the part of parents. 
Some children are -as mueh 
damned into the world as born in- 
to it. 

Such makes us think of the med- 
iocrity someone accused Henry 
James of manifesting: “He had a 
ponderous manner of saying noth- 
ing in infinite sentences.” 

And we agree with what one mu- 


‘symphony requires more than a 
penny whistle for ita rendition.” 
And with what Yon Goethe wrotes 


sician said: “‘Beethoven’s Ninth 


“Mediocrity has no greater com 
sOlation than in the thought that 
genius is not immortal, 


Do you remember the celebrate@ 
biography of Solomon Grundy? 

Solomon Grundy 

Born on Monday, 

Christened on Tuesday, 

Married on Wednesday, 

Taken il on Thursday, 

Weorse on Friday, 

Died on Saturday, 

Buried on Sunday, 

And that was the end of Se&- 
omon Grundy. 


Recently I read an _ editorial 
which moved my eyes to tears and 
my heart to prayer. “Is a Gideon's 
purge necessary?" Christians are 
fond of hymns with martial words 
and music. One of their favorites 
is: ‘Onward Christian soldiers, 
Marching as to war; With tre 
cross of Jesus Going on before. 
Christ the royal Master, Leads 
against the foe; Forward imte 
battle, See His banners go, And 
they often sing it so well that ® 
stirs the blood. But they do little 
marching and less fighting.” 

Ruskin’s rebuke of mediocrity 
comes to us across the years: 

“They have been content wit® 
the religion of the organ and the 
aisle, the twilight service and ves 
per service, gas lighted and gas 
inspired Christianity.” 

And the great Robert Brownimg 


held not back from accusing 
preachers of mediocrity in these 
words: 

First, the preacher speaks 


through his nose; 
Second, his gesture is to em- 


phatic; 

Thirdly, to wave what's peda- 
gogiIC; 

The subject matter itself 
lacks logic; 

Fourthly, the English is unm 


grammatic; 

And now that I know the very 
worst of_him, 

What was it I though to ob 
tain first of him? 

I praise the heart and pity the 
head of him, 

And refer myself to Thee, > 
stead of him. 

Dr. E. Y. Mullins — for years 


“President of the Southern Semin- 


ary in Louisville, Kentucky, and 
onetime President of the South 
érn Baptist Convention — is @m 
agreement with many condemna- 
tions of mediocrity when he writes 
in his book, The Lordship of Christ 
this: 

“The chief difficulty is that 
God’s people have been content 
to think in terms of conventional 
Christianity, comfortable and 
smug, without a sense of conquest 
or ambition for great things. Jesus 
did not set out to catch sparrows 
or subdue rabbits.” 

And Chesterson is in an agree. 
ment with Mullins when, with pes 
of fire, he writes: “Jesus was @ 
lion tamer.” 

I had in mind this menace ef 
mediocrity when I preached, with 
the purpose fo get Seople to see 
the evil of mediocrity, a sermon 
only on “Bantam Baptists.” I 
could preach one on Midget Meth- 
odists, Peewee Presbyterians, Li 
liputian Lutherans, Puny Pente 
costals, Miniature Memmonitea, 
Diminutive Disciples, for there are 
many mediocrities among mem- 
bers of our churches. 


But Parker must have sniffed 
something of mediocrity and its 
menace when he wrote: “This 
world is sick of programs an imeh 
long.” And I wonder if Dr. Gam 
re)l, with more of heartache Wan 
criticism, did not glimpse medie- 
crity among us when he once said: 
“We Baptists are many but are 


not much.” And — on another oe- 
casion: “I take no comfort in the 
Smooth, easy ways of many 


churches and preachers in these 
latter times. Such ways are pre- 
cursors of decay.” 

Owen Meredith, though he had 
not mediocrity in mind, but only 
criticism of Eugene de Luvois, in 
LUCILE, warned us against med 

(Continued on Page 6) 
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THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 20, 1947 


The Menace of Mediocrity 


(Continued from Page 5) 


foc#ity and the menace thereof in 
these words: : 
Down the path of life that led 
nowhere he trod, 
Where his whims 
guides, 
And his will was his god, 
And his pastime his purpose. 


were his 


Surely those in middle life 
@hould have care for James Rus- 
gell Lowell, who wrote: 

Kindly and frosty old age, 

The noisy impertinence of child- 

hood, 

The self. conceit of youth, 

And the pompous mediocrity of 

middle life, 

Theré are also many . other 
things which others have spoken 
about mediocrity and the menace 
thereof whigh, if they should be 
weitten every one, I suppose there 
is no congregation that wauld list- 
em to the whole recital thereof. 
But these words, setting forth the 
menace of mediocnty, are written 
that we might avoid it — and that, 
avoiding it, we might have magnr- 
ficence rather than mediocrity as 
the manifestation of our Chris- 
tian faith. 

But can we avoid the menace of 
mediocrity? Yes. How? By be- 
eoming 
B—MATURE MEN. 

Some men may be overgrown. 
Bome men may be undergrown— 
dwarfish. But, be that as it may, 


we know our churches are needing | 


men of strong will, of heroisms, of 
elear vision — men who are not 
afraid to be different, who Can 
lead people out of complacency 
and mediocrity into life, out of the 
do-little attitude and life into the 
Go-much attitude and life. Men 
Who weigh sixteen ounces to the 
pound for God, who measure thir- 
ty-six inches to the yard, who 
strike twelve for God, who shine 
Imcandescently (not oil-lamp) for 
God. 


Our text says: 

“Woe to thee, O land, when thy 
king is a child, and thy princess 
eat in the morning!” 

And Paul says: 


“When I was a child, I spake 
as a child, I understood as a child, 
I thought as a child; but when I 
became a man, I put away child- 
ish things.” — I Cor. 13:11. 

There is the danger of arrest- 
ed development. Then there are 
@tunted Christians who should be 
growing Christians, little Chris- 
tians who should be big and great 
@hristians, feeble believers who 
should be rugged and strong, puny 
folks who should be powerful. To 
them, life is a plaything with no 
great meaning. There are Chris- 
tians who are paddlers in a Shal- 
low surf, satisfied with the short 
edge of an ignoble anchorage in 
the presence of the heavenly im- 
perative: “Launch out into the 
deep.” You know them — Chris- 
tians content with_a corner when 
eontinents await their conquest. 


You have seen them — maybe you 
must number yourself among 
them — Christians who have a 


siothful timidity in daring, a pass- 
five acquiescence to small attain- 
ments, a careless indifference to 
the great stretches of the un- 
attained Boreham said: “The soul 
grows fat only on immensities, in- 
finities, eternities; and life clothes 
itself in most vigorous realities in 
altitudes, magnitudes, infini- 
tudes.” 

Paul had the thought of imma- 
ture folks in mind when, by the 
Holy Spirit, he wrote: 

“And I, brethren, could not 
@peak unto you as unto spiritual, 
but as unto carnal, even as unto 
babes in Christ. I have fed you 
with milk, and not with meat: for 
hitherto ye were not able to bear 
i, neither yet now are ye able.’’ 
-—I Cor. 3:1, 2. 

A preacher has to be careful lest 
he become fread nurse in an eccles- 
iastical nursery. ; 

I read this: 

“And the Lord stirred up an 
adversary unto Solomon, Hadad 
the Edomite: he was of the king’s 
seed in Edom.” — I Kings 11:14. 


“That Hadad fled, he and Cer- 
tain Edomites of his father’s serv- 
ants with him, to go in to Egypt; 
Hadad being yet a little child.” 


— I Kings 11:17, 

A man old enough to lead an 
army was Hadad. A man _ old 
enough to marry was Hadad, for 
he. married the sister-in-law of 
Pharaoh, Yet this is said of him, 
“Hadad being yet a little child.” 
Surely Jesus must have had in 
mind the immaturity and medio- 
crity in spiritual matters of. the 
people of His day, when He said: 

“And the Lord said, Whereunto 
then shall I liken the men of. this 
generation? and to what are they 
like? They are like unto chil- 
dren sitting in the market place, 
and calling one to another, and 
saying, We have piped unto you, 
and ye have not danced; we Nave 
mourned to you, and ye have not 
wept. For John the Baptist came 
neither eating @read nor drinking 
wine; and ye say, He hath a devil. 
The Son of man is come eating 
and drinking; and ye say, Behold 
a giuttonous man, and a wine- 
bibber, a friend of publicans and 


sinners.’’—Luke 7:31-34. 
Babies pout — so do. many 
grown folks today. Babies get 


offended. Su do many adults today. 
Babies imagine things. So do mahy 
advanced in years. Babies seek 
first place tor themselves. So Go 
many grown-ups today. “Child- 
ishness” means “immature.” 

I go not love thee, Dr. Fell. 

The reason why I cannot tell, 

But this alone 1 know full well, 

I do not love thee, Dr. Fell,” 

The editor of THE CHAL- 
LENGE must have nad in mind 
the menace of mediocrity when 
he wrote recently: “I pity the man 


who is content with a candle when 
the demand is for an incandecent 
| voltage. Christ did not light a 
candle on Calvary. He lighted the 
world. We now meet the tragic 
blackness of sin with a candle 
guspel. We make a kind of twi- 
light out of eternal retribution.’ 
What would you think of Betho- 
ven who could make surging seas 
of tone subservient to his rod——if 
he was always twanging away on 
a Jews harp, making mournful 
monotony of jangling inharmony’” 
What praise would come to Hen- 
ry Grady with power to bathe two 
antagonistic sections in fraternal 
light in twenty minutes, if, with 
national matters of worth in the 
balance, he would do nothing but 
recite Mother Goose rhymes? 
What, praise would have Angelo 


deserved who could “raise chil- 
dren unto God from the sterile 
womb of stone’”’ — had he whittled 
away with a penknife on soft 
wood? 

What would the world have 


thought of Milton, described as 
“the tireless blind eagle of the 
poetic world,” had he prostituted 
his great mind to jest only — had 
he used his pen to draw figures 
in the evanescent frost om a win- 
dowpane? 

Yet that is done wnen you see 
among men petty jealousies, dis- 
pleasure over displacement, quick- 
flashing anger over trifles, sinful 
sensitiveness, place-seeking peev- 
ishness — like children have, like 
Ahab had who, when Naboth fre- 
fused to sell his vinyard, went 
home sulkily, and went to bed and 
turned his face to the wall and 
would not eat. 

Because of this immaturity, we 
have seen men who were strong 
enough to meet a lion, but were 

- under pressure — defeated by 
a mouse. Because of not putting 
away childish things we have seen 
men — in the spirit of adventure 
— who said they were courageous 
enough to sail an ocean and were 
drowned or devoured in a teacup. 
Because Of the impotence of im- 
maturity, men have said they were 
big enough to swallow the worid 
and then, when the testing time 
came, they choked on a gnat. Be- 
cause of never putting childish- 
ness away, men have boasted that 
they were strong enough to storm 
a cannon and spike it, but they 
were slain by a pebble — just as 
Goliath with all his boast was 
slain by the pebble from David's 
sling. Because of immaturity, men 
have said that they could breast 
a world of storm and then — un- 
der the leering laughter of the 
godless — were blown over by a 
zephyr. Because men acting as 
children who prefer’ the play- 
| ground to the schoolroom, have 


| 


said that they were strong 
enough to carry off the gates of 
Gaza of adverse circumstances — 
yet they found themselves grind- 
ing at the treadmill of the trivial. 
What a menace is such medio- 
crity! 

If we would make sure that the 
menace of the mediccre is not en- 
Mroned in our lives, we much seek 
to be always and everywhere 
Iti — MAXIMUM MEN. 

We must strenuously strive to 
be mighty men not midget men. 
As those who cannot afford the 
comedy that ends in tragedy at 
last, we must Seek to be maxim- 
um men — not minimum men. 
Will Rogers, in his quaint wisdom, 
revealed the tragedy of the medio- 
cre when, in the midst of a. na- 
tional financial - depression, he 
said: “The trouble with our finan- 
cial giants was that they did not 
giant.” And this same truth of 
the menace of mediocrity is men- 
tioned in the Bible in these words: 
“Ephraim, being armed, and car- 
rying bows, turned back in the 
days of battle.” 

It was~known of Caleb on earth 
— and recorded of him in Heaven 

that he “followed the Lord 
fully.” He was a maximum sServ- 
ant of God. Even when’ he+was 
eighty years of age he showed 
that the mediocre desire wags not 
in his heart when he said: ‘Give 
me this mountain.” 

Jesus said: “Herein is my Fath- 
er glorified, that ye bear much 


fruit.” Jesus said: “If any man 
compel you to go one mile with 
him, go with him two.” Meaning 
what? Do more than the bare 
stint of requirements. Do. more 


than you are asked to do. 

lago said about Desdemona: 
“She counts it a vice in her vir- 
tue not to do more than she is 
asked to do.” 

Paul, speaking of 
of Macedonia, said: 

“Moreover, brethren, we do you 
wit of the grace of God bestowed 
on the churches of Macedonia; 
How that in a great trial of af- 
fliction the abundance of their joy 
rand their deep poverty abounded 
unto the riches of their liberality 
For to their power, I bear record, 
yea, and beyond their power they 
were willing of themselves.” — 
II Cor. 8:1-3. 

Paul, speaking of Persis, said: 


the churches 


“Salute the beloved  Persis, 
which laboured much in the Lord,” 
— Rom, 16:12. 


When the tabernacle was built, 
the people did maximum service. 

“And they spake unto Moses, 
saying, The people bring much 
more than enough for the service 
of the work, which the Lord com- 
manded to make. And Moses gave 
commandment, and they caused it 
to be proclaimed throughout the 
camp, saying, Let neither man nor 
woman, make any more work for 
the offering of the sanctuary. So 
the people were restrained from 
bringing. For the stuff they had 
was sufficient for all the work to 
make it, and too much.”’-—Exod. 
36 :5-7. 

I love to think of what Earle 
Sande said of the magnificence of 
Man O’ War — after he rode the 
great horse to victory in the Ken- 
tucky Derby: “It was like being 
on a runaway locomotive.” No 
mediocrity there, Yet, many in 
God’s work run tike limping, stub- 
born mules who really have Man 
O’ War abilities. 

As one who enjoys baseball, I 
love to think of Ty Cobb — num- 
ber one man in baseball’s Hall of 
Fame — with a batting average 
of three hundred and sixty-seven 
for twenty-four years. Years ago, 
when a college lad, I heard him 
Say: “I enjoy being my best.” 
What glory would be in our 
Churches if all members enjoyed 
being their best! 

We need to be maximum men 
in courage —-'no matter how many 
Goliaths challenge. We ‘need to be 
maximum men in forbearance — 
no matter how many Shimeis 
curse. We need to be maximum 
men in prayer — no matter how 
many prophets of Baal mock. We 
need to be maximum men in love 
— no n.atter how many are parti- 
Cipants in the degradation of hu- 
man love. We need to be maxi- 
mum men in faith — no matter 
how many have never learned to 
laugh at the shaking of Satan’s 
spears, We need to be maximum 
men in forgiveness and service — 


no matter how many jealous 
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Sauls seek to hurt. We need to be 
maximum ren in purity—no mat- 
ter how many Delilahs seek to 
entice or proposals come from 
wives of Potiphars. We neeg to 
be Daniels in refusal to conform 
to this world ,— no matter if lions 
of ridicule roar. We.eneed to be 
men of truth —‘no matter how 
many Ananiases and Sapphires 
practice deception and answer 
falsely. We need to be «maximum 
men in loyaity — no matter how 
many there were who, like Demas, 
forsake, “having loved this pres- 
ent world.’”’ We need to be maxi- 
mum men in bearing abuse — no 
matter how many “Alexander 
Coppersmiths” there are to do ws 
much harm. 


The man, who is maximum for 
God does not pray a little, but 
much; does not love a little, but 
much—does not serve a little, but 
much—does not forgive a little, 
but much—-does not show a little 
loyalty, but much—-does not read 
the Bible a little, but much—does 
not attend church, occasionally, but 
often..Maximum men are not con- 
tent with the corner of the mini- 
mum, but journey far into the con- 
tinent of the maximum, They offer 
not a cupful from the fountain but 
the whole fountain. They do not 
say to God, “When Thou doest 
walk in my garden, take one 
flower only, one small bouquet; 
when Thou visitest my orchard, 
gather only one basketful; when 
Thou comest into my house, ex- 
pect ,no welcome except in one 
room: when Thou fishest in my 
pond, catch only one fish; when 
Thou gatherest from my fields, 
choose -only one sheaf as Thy Ppor- 
tion; when Thou sittest in my li- 
brary, use only a few books; when 
Thou scannest my bank account, 
claim only a few dollars for Thy- 


self.”” Never like that do maxi- 
mum Christians talk to God, the 
Giver of every good and perfect 
gift. 


Maximum men, scorning medio- 
crity, will not have a passive ac- 
quiescence in small attainments. 
Maximum men, knowing the men- 
ace of mediocrity, will not roll 
marbles when mountains are to 
be removed. Maximum men, will- 
ing to endure hardness as good 
soldiers of Jesus Christ, will not 
show a callous supineness in the 
face of unscaled peaks and unpos- 
sessed Ramoth Gileads. 

tT >ximum men, showing a divine 
discontent, will not have a cCare- 
less indifference to great stretch- 
es of the unattained. And as we 
think upon our need for maximum 
men, we would do well to recall 
what Newell Dwight Hillis said: 
“Persons, got abstractions, exalt 
Not his reflections upon truth and 
beauty, but Socrates himself em- 
bodying these, transformed Ath- 
enian society. Not the theses on 
the church door at Wittenburg, 
but Luther’s flaming heart chang- 
ed Germany. Nor Puritanism as 
a theory, but Puritanism incarnat- 
ed in Cromwell and Hampden 
transformed England. Not a writ- 
ten declaration, but that declara- 
tion organized into Washington, 
Adams, Jefferson, and others less 
known but no less worthy, wrought 
out our independence.” 

Men, if they would be more than 
mediocre, must F 


IV—MANIFEST MASTERY. 

(1) Men must master money. 
We must remember that money is 
a good servant but » bad master, 
even as fire, even as water, even 
as electricity. What is money? 
“Money is an article which may be 
used as a universal passport to 
everything except Heaven and a 
universal provider of everything 
except happiness.” Speer said: 
“Money is the commonest agency 
by which we reach in our service 
beyond the limit of our own per- 
sonal action.,”’ 

Jesus said: “For a man’s life 
consisteth not in the abundance of 
the things*which he possesseth’’ 
{Luke 12:15). 

Jesus said: “Lay not up for 
yourselves treasures upon earth, 
where moth and rust doth cor- 
rupt, and where thieves break 
through and steal” (Matt. 6:19). 
And the truth is in the words of 
him.who wrote: 

Dug from the mountain side, 
washed in the glen, 

Servant am I, or master of men. 

Steal me, I curse you; 

Earn me, I bless you, 

“Grasp me and hoard me, 


. A fiend shall possess you, 
Lie for me, die for me, 
Covet me, take me, 

Angel or devil, 

I am what you make me. 

Money testified in orphanages, 
in famine-smitten China, in 
plague - stricken India, in ignor- 


causes of the meaning of Chris- 
tianity. Money says of you wheth- 
er you are merciful or miserly. 
Money says of you whether you 
fare covetous or Christlike. Money 
says whether you prefer trivial 
and transient values to permanent 
good. Money permits him ‘who runs 
to read your preference whether 
in dress or morals, in religions or 
real estates. Money may be deny- 
ing your declarations of loyalty 
to Christ. Money may give the lie 
to a man’s profession — saying 
to all the world that he loves God 
less than gold, 


(2) Every man, if he would hon- 


or God, must master a man. 
That man is himself. The fellow 
that gives every man the most 


trouble is the Man you eat with, 
the man with whom you sleep, the 
man who sits down with you every 
time you sit down, the man who 
eats just what you eat, the man 
whose face you wash and shave, 
the man who hears everything 
you say, the man who holds the 
pen when you write, the man you 
keep company with all the time, 
the man you see every time you 
look in the mirror, the man who 
knows more about you than any- 
body else — save the omniscient 
God to whom the darkness and 
the light are both alike. That man 
is you. And one of your great 
tasks is to see that that man 
weighs what God wants him to 
weigh and shines as brightly as 
God wants him to shine, 


Seated within this body’s car, 

The silent self is driven far; 

And the five senses at the pole 

Like steeds are tugging — rest- 
ive of control: 

And if the reins break 

Or the driver lose his way: 

Who can say : 

Into what blind paths, 

What pits of fear 

Will plunge those chargers in 

their mad career? 

All of which is to say man, if 
he would not be mediocre in mat- 
ters of manhood, must master the 
body — must be, as Paul urges, 
“always bearing about in the body 
the dying of the Lord Jesus, that 
the life also of Jesus might be 
made «manifest in our body” (II 
Cor. 4:10), — must not hestitate, 
considering the mercies of God, to 
“present his body unto God a 
living sacrifice, holy, acceptable 
unto God which is our reasonable 
service’ (Rom. 12:1) — must 
faithfully see to it that sin does 
not reign in the mortal body to 
obey it in the lusts thereof (Rom. 
6:12) — must daily réfuse to yield 
the members of his body “as in- 
struments of unrighteousness unto 
sin,” but yield himself to God, “as 
those that are alive from the 
dead, and his members as instru- 
ments of righteousness unto God” 
(Rom. 6:13). 

When Oliver Cromwell's soldiers 
went to arrest the members of Par- 
liament, the members had disap- 
peared.-The soldiers seized the old 
speaker of Parliament and de- 
manded of him where the mem- 
bers were. The old man replied: 


and no ears to hear and no mouth 
to speak save as directed by Pari- 
iament.” Oh, what wonders of 
service and spiritual achievements 
for the glory of God would be 
ours if we would say to the world, 
the flesh, and the, Devil, that we 
have no eyes to see, no ears to 
hear, no mouth to speak, no feet 
to walk, no hands to work save 
as directed by Jesus Christ who 


God who sent Him. 

Moreover, if we would overcome 
the menace of mediocrity, we 
must 
V—MATOH MEANNESS., 

What do I mean by matching 
meanness? I mean that we must 
match the meanness of the Devil 
and his minions with genuine 
goodness, We must. abhor that 
which is evil and we must Qver- 
come evil with good. For every 
dare-devil, there must be a dare 
Saint. The Devil's shrewdneas we 
must match with the wisdom 


(Continued on Page 8) 
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Preachers, Come 
to Our Help! 


(Continued from Page 1) 


their hearts, and do it with little 
effort and with no particular cost 
to yourself, would you not do :t? 
If you could help a_ brother 
preacher to enliven his ministry, 
warm his heart, and help him out 
of, doubts and discouragements, 
by sending him weekiy THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, would 
you not do it? And you can do it, 
6r have it done. Here are my 
suggestions for good preachers 
wh@ want to help spread America’s 
foremost evangelistic weekly, THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. : 

1. Seng for sample copies of 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. If 
you promise to give them out in 
your service and see that none are 
wasted, and to make an announce- 
ment about THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD, we will send the sample 
copies free. Say how many you 
want and will promise to get out, 
and say that you will make a 
public announcement about THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD. Write 
today to 214 W. Wesley Street, 
Wheaton, Illinois, for as many 
sample copies aS you will need for 
the families who will be present 
in the service when you anticipate 
giving out the sample copies free. 

2. Pass the sample copies out in 
the service. Then announce to the 
people that THE SWORD OF THE 
LORD is America’s Foremost 
Evangelistic Weekly, that it has 
full-length gospel sermons by the 
best soul winners on this contin- 
ent. Tell them that these eight 
large pages each week are full 
of gospel blessings, with accounts 
of great revivals, with stories of 
happy conversions, with answers 
* to Bible questions. There’are some 
sermons to the unsaved, some 
Bible teaching sermons, some de- 
votional, comforting sermons. Tell 
them that the full fifty-twe issues 
are sent for only $2.00 for a year’s 
subscription ($2.50 in Canada 
and foreign countries). And tell 
them that a new leatherette cov- 
ered book, A SERMON FROM A 
CATHOLIC BIBLE, by Evangelist 
John R. Rice, is given free with 
each one year’s subscription to 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. 
Then pass cut blank envelopes and 
have each cne who will put $2.00 
in the envelope, marking name and 
address carefully on the outside. 

Those may be taken up in the 
service, 


Or a_ secretary .or volunteer 
helper may sit at a table at the 
back of -the auditorium and the 
envelope may be turned in there, 
or names and addresses can be 
taken there. Make sure that names 
and addresses are carefully given, 
that the subscriptions are marked 
“new” or “renewal’’. And in every 
case fifty-two issues of THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD, a full 
year’s subscription, will go to 
each name, and also a copy of this 
book, A SERMON FROM A 
CATHOLIC BIBLE, we will give 
to each one who subscribes. Send 
the names and money, or the 
envelopes just as they are, to us, 
$2.00 for each name and address, 
and we will send a subscription 
and the book to each one. | 

3. Why not commend THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD from the 
pulpit? Tell of some sermon that 
was a special -blessing, some ser- 
mon that you want your members 
to read. Use an _ illustration § in 
your sermon and say frankly that 
you saw it in THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD. Ask people to have 
good, evangelistic, Christian read- 
ing in their home, like that fur- 
nished each week in THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. It is not only a 
duty but a privilege to help “‘sell’’ 
your people on this Christian 
paper whic is the friend to every 
pastor and every true church of 
Christ. 

Others Can Help, Too 

Perhaps some teacher of an 
adult class will read this. And you 
Can get subscriptions to “THE 


SWORD OF THE LORD too. We' 


will be glad to send sample copies 
of THE SWORD OF THE LORD, 
&s many ay you promise faithfully 
to get out, provided yan will make 
public announcement of THE 


| SWORD OF THE LORD and give’ 


people a chance to subscribe before 
they leave the building. Tell us 
how many you can carefully use, 
and we will send them free upon 


How You May Help Win Thousands ‘to 
Christ in the Last Six Months of 1947 


“Expect great things from God, attempt great things for God.” 
This life’s motto of the great missionary pioneer, C. T. Studd, has in- 
spired Rev..C. A. Cooper, director of the World-Wide Monthly Tract 
Club, to launch the most far-reaching enterprise in soul-winning ever 
attempted by the Club. The effect is aimed at systematically saturat- 
ing any giverf area throughout the nation with a post office box evan- 
gelism in the grass roots where no CHRISTian testimony is borne as 
well as towns and communities where interested CHRISTians desire 
to reach the unconverted and unchurched masses, 


With twenty-six million more unchurched persons in the land to- 
day than there were forty years ago, with tens of thousands who have 
never heard the Gospel story for the first time, with thousands of com- 
munities with no divine service, CHRISTians must take the Gospel to 
the unsaved or this whole generation will be lost. Here’s how they 
can be reached, 


The U. 8S. Post Office has built a most efficient organization which 
reaches every door of every community in America. Where there are 
no Sunday Schools, churches, BYF’s, C.E.’s, It penetrates where no 
minister's voice is heard and delivers faithfully rain or shine, where 
no preacher would be welcome, 


Uncle Sam stands ready to help evangelize America through its 
tens of thousands of postal employees if CHRISTians will but catch 
the vision, There is no “hit or miss’ danger, Every home is reached 
in every area where the work is undertaken. 


The psychological approach is grand. 
who does not welcome the mail-man? Who does not like to open a 
letter? Who will not read a letter written in clear long hand, which 
courteously asks the reader to think about his spiritual need and to 
read the enclosed tracts which are designed especially for his salva- 
tion? Millions are waiting for just such an invitation, 


The cost is as moderate as it is thorough. Every member of every 
home is considered. With a special decision-getting tract for the 
young people of the home, with one beautifully colored tract for the 
parents, “Problem Parents,” with one fdr the ex-G. I., and one all- 
purpose salvation tracts, who can prophesy the results in terms of souls 
saved? Every member of the home can thus be reached with a de- 
cision-getting tract which has brought decisions around the world and 
which God can bless to the salvation of sinners, for about FIVE CENTS 
per family. 


Much can be done by CHRISTians after they have prayed but 
little can be done until they have prayed. It is earnestly hoped that 
all God’s people who read this announcement in the soul-winning 
SWORD OF THE LORD, will seize hold of the throne of grace in im- 
portunate, believing, intercessory prayer for God's blessing upon this 
fabulous venture. 


Anyone desiring to evangelize any area should visit the local 
post office and obtain the following information: FIRST, the number 
of local box-holders, the number of RFD boxholders, and the number 
of STAR boxholders. These should be totaled and forwarded to the 
Tract Club. Willing hands will fly into the job of gettting the Gospel 
into these homes. Names are not required, just the number of box- 
holders. The Spokane office will do the rest. 


The WMTC tract program has always been on a faith basis. .Thou- 
sands of dollars have been réceived and prayerfully spent as free-will 
contributions have been received from God’s people through the years. 
These dollars wisely invested have resulted in thousands of profes- 
sions. In faith, Mr. Cooper has contracted for paper, envelopes, ma- 
chinery and supplies for this post office box evangelism. It might be 
suggested however, the cost is approximately five cents per family 
evangelized, or five dollars per hundred. To msure immediate service 
of any given area, contributions im that proportion should accompany 


Where is theré a person 


Don't neglect YOUR area. 
Eternity is infinite. 
munity will simply state 
home. 


no funds haye been provided. 


ple mailing sent upon request. 
Address: 


the request for until God's people become widely acquainted with the 
program and begin to invest in this ministry for more than their own 
areas, there will be great fihancial need. 


Souls are at stake. Time is short. 
The letters going into the homes of your com- 
“a friend” 
Your name will not be mentioned. Also sponsors are urgently 
needed who are willing to assist in areas already designated for which 
Contributions in any amount will be 
acknowledged immediately and be used 100% 
-Can the Lord count on YOU? 


REV. C. A. COOPER, Worki-Wide Monthly Tract Club 
.P. O. Box 1—Spokane, Washington 


sponsored the evangelism of the 


to reach the lost. Sam- 


(Advertisement) 


Brother Carlyle Scott reports 
the blessings of the Lord upon a 
recent campaign. He writes: 

. We left Los Angeles and 
returned to Elfrida, Arizona, where 
God sent one of those sweeping 
revivals. 

“In a Mormon community with 
no other church for miles, a little 
group of folk, about twenty-five 
in number, were trying to build 
a church building and get a living 
testmony ~ going. 

“They had the basement com- 


Night after night I preached to 
more than’ two hundred people 
jammed in this room--the final 


- 


your promise to use them to try 
to get subscriptions, and not to 
waste any copies. 

Come to our help, 
teachers, Sunday School 
intendents! God will‘ richly 
you for having a part 


pastors, 
super- 

bless 
in this 


tremendous, soul-saving calise. 
Send all subseriptions or = in- 

quiries to Sword” of the Lord 

Publishers, 214 West Wesley 


Street, Wheaton, Illinois. 


McGutieys Readers 


1879 Edition, Unused. Write for prices. 
Enclose 25 cents for New Book 


- OASE FOR MeGUFFEYS LESSONS 
Including 20 Old Favorite Lessons , 


KENNETH ABBOTT 
4134 N. Harris Ave., Columbus 49, Ohio 


: 


Evangelist Carlyle Scott Has 
Great Meeting in Elfrida, Ariz 


pleted so we could, hold services. 


night there were fifty to 
hundred Mormons standing 
side, listening to the gospel. 


one 
out- 


“As a final result, there were 93 
people saved. This included five 
school teachers, seven entire fam- 
ilies. One of Arizona’s outstanding 
attorneys became a fervent soul 
winner during the meeting. A man 
past sixty had raised five sons to 
be infidels; his seventeen-year-old 
daughter was saved and went 
home to his bedside and told him 
Jesus had saved her and the next 
night he came down the aisle 
weeping. Space does not permit 
all of the glorious details but they 
organized a church with over one 
hundred charter members, called 
a full-time pastor (salary $225 
monthly). I took. an offering of 
$1,210 in seven minutes to com- 
plete the building debt free. 
Brother, that wag a revival! To 
God be all the glory! .. .” 


"I Get So Much Help from 
Its Pages!" 


m Elecion This is what bundreds 


of Sunday School teach- 

me Pr acl EOS ae have 
‘ THE CLARION 
more than 16 years, 
‘A monthiy, pre-millen- 
nial, independent, Bible 
teaching, Gospel preach- 
ing, Character building 

macazet. 


32 Pages—Pocket Size 
ONLY $1.00 A YEAR 


SEND vou - SU BSC yg tg Ss TODAY 
(Had You Did! 


said about , 
-for ° 


THE CLARION 


A. M. Overton, Editor, Fulton, 


advance work in North and South 
Carolina, helping enlist pastors 
and promote plans for union re- 
vival campaigns. I ask you to 
pray for the success of their work. 
Pray that in at least fifty cities 
and towns a great majority of the 
pastors will be willing to co- 
operate in union Campaigns. Pray 
that proper arrangements can be 
made. It ig very difficult to get 
large tents, as will be necessary 
in many of the campaigns. Some- 
times a high gschool- auditorium, an 
armory, or some other civic build- 
ing will be necessary. The time 
must be fitted in to the open dates 
of the godly evangelists who have 
agreed to cooperate and whom we 
have recommendeg to groups of 
pastors. There .will be great need 
for wisdom in the organization, in 
the advertising, in the seating, in 

pice > arr) ween .we — making the work of getting prayer meet- 

a special drive for subscriptions to | ings going everywhere. Please 
THE SWORD OF THE LORD. T | pray for this work. If you know 


am offering my new pamphlet, |.» 2. 
" . ‘lw a large tent, say about 80 
SERMON FROM A CA THOLIC | py 120 feet. can be rented er 


Editorial 
Talks 
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quarters for a little further train- 
ing and hope to leave in the fall 
for the Tibetan border in China. 

Today my secretary, Miss Vicla 
Walden, leaves with Mrs. Mann, 
her son; Tom Mann, and her 
daughter Gwynda, for Charlotte, 
N. C. Miss Viola will be in charge 
of our office at 201% South Tryon 
Street, “for the Carolina revival 
crusade. So with graduations, 
packing, leave-takings, it is quite 
busy in the ‘Sword of the Lord 
offices. 


Will You Do Your Part in 
Sending Subscriptions? 


BIBLE,” free with each regular | r | bought, please write us. 
subscription, at $2.00 a yea 

(Canadian and foreign lleicthg | ane Snr es Se wey Sag 
tions $2.50 per year). I earnestly ovaqgoms will be filled wie on 
appeal to every loyal reader to | Holy Sprit; cat the night? 
help in this matter. I am_ over- | POW®! of God wil be upon. us. 
whelmed with the burden of my) And I: remind you rn anat 
Own large union revival cam- several thousand dollars will be 


needed to take care of these ad- 
vance men, their meals, and bus 
travel, and rooms and reasonable 
remuneration, while they help set 
up these campaigns. Some have 
already come to our help. I know 
you will pray with us about &. 
Money given here would be a 
splendid investment in souls saved. 
It is expected that the revival 
campaigns will put some ten per 
cent of their local budget and ten 
per cent of the love offering to 
| the evangelists and helpers imto 
‘the fund. But meantime there ts 
\great need before the campaigns 
begin and before any money can 
|be provided that way. I do not 
| know where. several hundreg dol- 
bility, naturally, for the Sword lars or thousands of dollars could 
Book Club. My correspondence is_ be better inveSted to win sovtfls 
very heavy. And I have some| than in this advance work. Don’t 
writing that I must continually do | forget to pray. 

for THE SWORD OF THE LORD Our Book Publishing 

and for books that God presses Business 

heavy upon my heart to write. You We have published for Dr. Jee 
can see that I have more than I} Henry Hanking a great book ef 
can do. I must have the help of | sermons. The title is “THE OLD- 


paigns. I will be speaking several 
times daily, and the burden and 
responsibility of addressing thous- 
ands of people, giving long invi- 
tations, holding on to God in 
prayer for the revival—these 
burdens are very heavy. Besides 
my revival campaigns I am re- 
sponsible for the general direction 
of the Carolina crusade by which 
we hope to enlist pastors and 
churches in fifty or more cities 
and towns in North. and South 
Carolina in great union revival | 
campaigns during the late summer | 
and fall months. Then there is the 
supervision of THE SWORD OF 
THE LORD and of the book pub- 
lishing: work, and some responsi- 


honest Bible-believing Christians | TIME RELIGION.” There are 
who want revival. You can do a/|twelve fervent revival sermons, 
great part by helping to spread | some to Christians and some te 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD. I 
believe you will see it ag a duty, 
as a great privilege. 

I am asking that as many as 
possible will send in five subscrip- 
tions, that is, five subscriptions 
at $2.00 each (a total of $10.00). 
Send five names and addresses, 
send $10.00 with them, and THE 
SWORD OF THE LORD will come 
for a full vear td each name given, 
and a free copy of the new pam- 
phiet, “SERMON FROM A 
CATHOLIC BIBLE,” will be sent 
also to each one of the names; We have a great stock of books 
sent. Remember a full year's sub- | on nand. You may note elsewhere 
scription, fifty-tWo issues, and 4/jn this paper that we need to 
copy of this new gift pamphlet, | refinance some of our huge stock. 
“SERMON FROM A CATHOLIC | tr you have money to invest, here 
BIBLE,” goes to each one for! is a safe financial investment, at 
whom you send a subscription at| normal interest rates, made se- 
$2.00 a year. Can you send five? | cure py our large stock, our heavy 
That will greatly help us. It will! pusiness and very careful manage- 
help spread the gospel, it will stir) ment. And besides all this it is a 
revival. If you simply cannot send | plessed investment in soul winning 
five subscriptions, please send at/ang revival, for which one will 
least one. Mark each subscription | have credit in Heaven surely. 
either “new” or ‘renewal’. Send Address all communications te 
your letter to The Sword of the!pne sword of the Lord Publishers, 


Lord Publishers, 214 West Wesley 914 west Wesley Street, Wheaton, 
Street, Wheaton, Illinois. Since I! pyinois. 


get not a penny of income from} ——_ 


the paper, I feel free to ask your | ——=————$—=—$—— 


hely in this work of love. 
Carolina Revival Crusade SUBSCRIBE NOW 


the unsaved. It is a beautiful Dook, 
rich cloth binding, stamped in gold, 
with a lovely jacket. There are 156 
large pages. The price is $1.50. I 
think that the book will be very 
popular. 

We have in preparation a manu- 
script of sermons by Dr. Robert 
G. Lee of Memphis, Tennessee, 
noted southern orator. You wif 
understand, of course, that we 
neeq God's wisdom and power and 
‘blessing in the publishing of the 
best Christian literature. 


Needs Much Prayer for 
Mr. William F. Mann, Rev. Ray- ' . 
mond J, Cutchin, and three good ‘THE CORRELATOR 
pastors are working hard in the $1.00 a year 
(Issued bi-monthly) 
Write Us Your Desires by 


SANDEN’S SCIENCE SERVICE 
(Anything) Maybe we can fur- Box 36}, 


nish it at a bargain— 


Fortune & Co.---Sperry, Okla. 


Winona Lake, Ind. 


(Indispensable for those dealing with 
questions of Science and Religion.) 


di. 


oe 


Increase Your Business 
BY ADVERTISING IN 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


For Information Write 


Advertising Manager 
214 W. Wesley Wheaton, Illinois 


ever rwrs 5 eer’ 


1, prey Me Gl 


tr 


Paget Pight 


THE SWORD OF THE LORD 


Friday, June 20, 1047 


In a recent statement we told 
you that the “preacher boys” in 
Bob Jones College led on one 
Saturday 128 people to the Lord 
Jesus Christ. Now, let me tell 
you another story. On my ar- 
rival home from Canada several 
days ago, Dr. Parker, our di- 
rector of religious activities, 
told me that on the past week- 
end about twenty carloads of 
yur divinity students went out 
into the surrounding territory 
and that they, by personal work 
and in public services, by accu- 
rate count, had led 616 people 
to the Lord, 


Now, you people who believe 
in old-time evangelism, can un- 
derstand why the modernists 
and the devil are against Bob 
Jones College and its great ex- 
pansion plans which are being 
‘arried out in the construction 
of the first unit of a large 
Christian university plant at 
Greenville, S. C. You can also 
understand why we have to look 
for financial support to ortho- 
dox Christians who believe not 
only in the high educational 
standards of Bob-Jones College, 
but who are also enthusiastical- 
ly loyal to the evangelistic em- 
phasis which the institution 
gives. ° 


To meet our labor payroll and 
to pay for materials we are go- 
ing to have to have additional 
financial help from God's people 
so we can open in Greenville, S. 
C., in the fall. Now, if you are 
for the old-time religion and if 
you appreciate the honest, sin- 


Dr. Bob Jones, Founder of Bob Jones College, 
Cleveland, Tennessee, Says: 


cere, unselfish effort which we 
are making to provide room for 
more students than we could 
ever accommodate under any 
conditions in Cleveland, Ténnes- 


see, we want you to help us fi- | 


contribution. All of you can 
make some financial contribu- 
ition. All of you can pray for 
jus. Please let us hear from 


nancially. Remember that this 
is nO more my work or my son's 
work than it is the work of all 
God's .people. Every Christian 
is a partner with every other 
Christian in God’s business. As 
God is my witness, as [ sit here 
dictating this statement, I can 
truthfully say I am doing ev- 
erything I. knew how to do at 
this time of world-wide moral 
looseness and world-wide spir- 
itual need to train as many 
Christian leaders as it is possi- 
ble for us to train. If God's 
people who believe in the things 
for which Bob Jones College 
stands will co-operate with us, 
we can do the job that should 
be done. 


Now, my friends, please help 
us. Pray for us. Ask every 
Christian you know to pray for 
us. Send as large a finaficial 
contribution as it is possible 
for you to make personally, but 
send some contribution. Ask 
other Christian friends to send 
a. financial contribution. If you 
are interested in an annuity, we 
shall be glad to tell you how 
you can invest some money in 
God's work and get interest on 
this money as long as you live 
and then if the Lord tarries 
and you have to go home by 
way of the valley ‘of death, 
your money will be working for 
God. 


Some of you can invest in an 
annuity. Most of you can get 
some friend to make a financial 


you. May God bless you. 


BOB JONES 
(Advertisement) 


The Menace of Mediocrity 


(Continued from Page 6) 

which is from above — which is 
“first pure, then peaceable, gentle, 
and easy to be entreated, full of 
mercy and good fruits, without 
Variance, and without hypocrisy” 
(James 3:17). We must show as 
much daring as the Devil does. 
We must be as alert against his 
wiles as he is vigilant against us. 


Our swords must be as sharp in/| 
battle as-are his. We cannot matc n| 
his might with impotence, with) 
doubt with nonchalant 
sence. 


Where the Devil has his cohorts 
who strike twelve, we must be 


compla- 


God's men who strike twelve. We. 
must not shoot at the Devil's cit- 


that touches the sky. The measure 
as a 
grapes — as an 
orchard with trees abundantly lad- 
granary 
The 
measure of our fullmess must De 
as a fountain which never knows 


of our fruitfulness 
vine filled with 


must be 


en with fruit — as a 
plentifully filled with grain. 


drouth. The measure of our bright- 
ness must be a light which no dev- 
il’s breath can cause to flicker. 
The measure 


men “measuring 


themselves are not wise.” 


Let us not fail to say that if 
not mediocre n 


we are mighty men, 
men, we must be 


must not be méas- 
ured by the height of other men 
_but by the stature of Christ, for 
themselves by 


ed the work God gave Him to do. 
Having generosity without waste- 
fulness, He refused to have any- 


thing to do with dividing an inher-, 
itance, Youthful in years, yet ven- 
erable as the centuries in His in- 
fluence, He has. perfumed the 
stifling air of the continents. Eag- 
er, but not impatient, He prophe- 
sied and promised that the gates 
of Hell should not prevail against 
His church, Enthusiastic, but nev- 
er fanatical, He is, from every 
angle, criticism’s supremest prob- 
lem today. Respecting authority al- 
ways, He always demanded that 
the world, from Caesar down, and 
the generations of the future, 
should yield to Him as final auth- 
ority. 

Yes, Christ is masterfully 
abroad in His chariot of gravity. 
Yes, Christ as master hides in the 
conservation of energy. Yes, Christ 
as master camps in atomic and 
molecular forces. But Christ's 
mastery and power in this earth is 
highest and divinest in a dedicat- 
ed human — in a man mastered — 
mastered go mightily that He is 
“always béaring about in the body 
the dying of the Lord Jesus, that 
the life also of Jesus might be 
made manifest in his mortal body” 
— mastered so as to mind that 
“whatsoever things are true, hon- 
est, just, pure, lovely, of good re- 


port” — He thinks on them— 
mastered so as to His will,- He 
Says: “Not my will but thine be 
done.” : 


You can say of a man mastered 
by the Master what was said of 
Caleb: “He followed the Lord 
fully.” You can say of a man mas- 


tered by the Master what God said 
of Job: “A man that feareth God 
and sheweth evil.” 


You can write of any man mas- 
téred by the Master what was 
written of Barnabas: “For he was 
a.good man, and full of the Holy 


Ghost and of faith: and much peo-/ 


ple was added unto the Lord” 


{Acts 11:24). 


You can say of a man under the 
mastery of the Master what Paul 
said of Priscilla and Aquila and 
Urbane: “My helpers in Christ 
Jesus” (Rom. 16:3 and 9). 


This is what was said of Glad- 
stone: 

“In Christ his mighty intellect 
found anchorage, 

In Christ his impetuous temper 
found restraint, 

In Christ his versatile person- 
ality found fulfillment.” 


And it is more reasonable to ex-|" 


pect that a person who is obed- 
ient to Him and led by Him shall 
triumph in all places and at all 
times and under all circumstances 
than that we should expect water 
heated to two hundred and twelve 
degrees to become steam or eggs 
to be hatched by the warmth of a 
hen’s body or that a one hundred 
pound magnet should draw to it 
one little nail. 

On Juné 18th, 1940, 
said to England: 

“What General Weygand called 
the,Battle of France is over: The 
Battle of Britain is about to be- 


Churchill 


| gin. Upon this battle depends the 


survival of civilization. Upon it 
depends our own British life and 
our empire. The whole fury and 
ee a of the enemy will soon be 


turned upon us. Hitler knows he 
will have to break us in thig is- 
land or lose the war. Let us there- 
fore give ourselves to our duty and 
so bear ourselves that if the Brit- 
ish commonwealth and Empire 
last one thousand years, men will 


Are we not wise to urge mir 
selves so to “give ourselves te 
our duty and so bear ourselves” 
that holy men of earth and angels 
in Heaven shall evaluate all of 
our hours as fine hours. 


A Mexican of culture was con- 
verted, He prayed this prayer — 
which was later put in print: 


I am only a spark; make me 
a fire, = 
I am only a string;. make me 


a lyre; 

I am only a drop; make me 
a fountain, 

I am only an ant hill; 
me a mountain. 


make 


I am only a feather; make me 
a wing. 

I am only a serf: make me 
a king. 

I am only a link; make me a 
chain. 


I am only a sprinkle; 

me a rain, 

We would be wise to make that 
a daily prayer —- remembering 
that God, through the great 
apostle, says: 

“Brethren, be not ehildren im 
understanding: howbeit in malice 
be ye children, but in understand- 
ing be men” (I Cor, 14:20), 


make 
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evangelists, following our 


Sinner Goes to Hell?”, 


after hearing them; others 


Again the Sword of the Lord Publishers presents a new 
volume of favorite sermons by one of America’s leading 


Best in Christian Literature.” 


This new book contains twelve sermons, those most 
greatly blessed im the revival services of Dr, Hankins. 
Many are to the unsaved— 
“The Saddest Word Ever Spoken 
by Our Lord,” and others. 


ed Christ when they read them as printed in THE SWORD 
OF THE LORD. There are sermons to Christians, too—a 


policy of publishing “Only the 


the moving “Who Cares ff a 


Many have confessed Christ 
have written saying they trust- 


say: ‘This was their finest hour’,”. 


adels with pop guns while he uses| VII—MASTERED BY THE priceless message on, “Heaven, the Home of the Saved,” 


against our citadels cannon. We 
must not march one mile while 
he marches two. We must not sow 
less wheat than he sows tares. We 
must not make our drain ditches 
smaller than his sewer pipe. We 
must not push wheelbarrows where 
he uses motors, 


We must match atheism’s men- 
@ces by a mighty faith. We must 
match the wisdom which is earth- 
ly, sensual, devilish, with the wis- 
@om which is from above. 
must match the speed of Satan’s 
ehariot wheels with the swiftness 
ef angelic flight. We must match 
the foulést filth of the world with 
fairest fragrance of purity. We 
must match the boast of Goliath 
with David’s courage and _ skill. 
We must match the loyalties of 


Scranton, Pennsylvania; 
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We} ideal 


> 


MASTER. 


When men are mastered by the 
Master they become great. When 
men are mastered by Jesus, the 
Great Unlike, they are unlike med- 
iocre men. Jesus, a critic, but not 
a cynic, is Literature’s loftiest 
ideal. Brave, though never Known 
in His day as a hero, He is the 
world’s greatest example of per- 
fection in suffering. Capable of 
anger, but never rash, He is the 
of righteous indignation 
against sin. Firm, but not ob- 
stinately stubborn, He would never 
by a hair’s breadth, veer from the 
path that led to the Roman cross. 
Pious, but not impractical, He il- 
lustrated in daily life every doc- 
trine of His heavenly mind. 
Humble ever, but cowardly _never, 


of genuine 


entation of Christ as the Redee 


CHAPTER TITLES 


I. Old-Time Religion 


li. “His Name Shall Be 
Called Wonderful’ 


This is a book in which 


met. 


As you read these sermons, you will find your heart 
touched, your life blessed, and as the warmth and urgency of them penetrates your soul, you will 
find yourself drawn closer to Christ, and with a greater love for souls, 

: You will find it an ideal book, also, to give to unsaved loved ones. 
lost is unmistakable in these chapters, and yet his plain condemnation of sin and his tender pres- 


mer of souls_is always effective. 


and a blessed sermon on our Lord, 
CaHed Wonderful,” which will make your heart rejoice, 


will find themselves pictured and their particular needs 
We know no one who reads it honestly, prayerfully, 
will fail to receive from it a blessing, 
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many different kinds of people 


Dr. Hankins’ love for the 


gelists. 
campaigns 


Dr. 


is considered one of America’s foremost evan- 
He has held blessed union revival 


toona, Pennsylvania: 


and Hell and-Christ, and his blood and salva- 
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